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The Dedication, 
erciſcs, as beirig frequently 
where Tears are broached 
through parting Strokes. 
But Sir, Why ſhould 
we expect to be exempted 
felt throughout the World 
from Day to Day? Death 
Reigns, for all have Sinn d. 


Poſſeſſions in this World, 
are but our Tranſient Enter- 

tainments upon the haſty 
Stream. 55 It is but 4 Taſte, 

and ſo be gone, that we are 
here to look for. You 
had her longer, and to greater 
Pur 9 8, and X with more 
roi! sit, Bal 
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Relation, that Your Conti- 
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it, ſhould have been {6 long, 


know ledge what oficc You 1 


be Dedication. 
have partedd with mutus 


Conjugal 


arice in that State, wich 
all thoſe Comfortable Cir. 
cumſtances which attended 


You would have thought 
it a moſt Indulgent Grant. 


gnrms mf Tn. t ton ike nw 


ls long. You have yet 
an hopeful "urs mam; Bai 
You, of Which Your grate- 


ful Reliſhes and Improve- 


ments 


Tbe Dedication. 


en are rpg — — Fa 


our] 
reduced to M Wied 


and Advantage to Her, 
that ſhe was the Erideared 


ne Widow), of the Late 


Dedham, whole Praiſe abides 
yet ſo abundanthy in the 


Gol pel, by his ſo! profita» 


bly Pradfecal Qhbſervations 
upon the, New 7. eſtaments 
to Which, as I:ence told 


bim, a Divine: Touch di- 
rected him, and it yet E] . 


balms his Memory. 
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here have offered You, 


will . 
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Reverend Mr, Bain af 
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of What You” well Knew 
before. And that the mo 
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Deſire," Prayer, and Hope 


ately and deſervecll. 
and for our Greateft 
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Te Deditariol. 1 


Te Ou. ) well 


9 * 
dls nl te Teach 
You, 9 to Mind you 


High - would ſtill be with 
Vou and Vours, -ito infi- 


Your: Deceaſed® Conſort 
could | have been, is tlie 


Dear Sir, Yom intt- 
in 


Lord, 
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Funeral Sermon 
. 

1 THE SS. iv. 13, 14. 


Put I would not have you to be Ig- 
norant, Brethren, concerning 
them which are aſleep, that ye 
ſorrom not, even as others, 


7: which have no Hope. 

Pe For if we believe that Feſus di- 
ti- od, and roſe again, even ſo them 
in| alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, will 
d, God 4 with him. 


T Ere we have, 1. A common Tri 
ve al : Friends in the Fleſp, and in 
1 the Lord Aſieep; and that af- 


ter much Afﬀigion. 2. Its 


B common 
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common Jfluence upon the Survivers, 


Sorrowing. 3. Their faithful Monitor; 
St. Part; one Senfible of the ſad Conſe- 
quences of zo Hope, of groundleſs Hope, 
and of neglected Hope, tho grounded: 
And of the Benefits of Chriitien Hope 
well grounded, duly cheriſhed, and perti- 
_ aFnated : And one Jcalons of ex- 
— Sorrows in this Church, and wil- 
ling to prevent intemperate Reſentments 
of its Loſs in its deceaſed Members. 

4. His pertinent and prudent Caution, 
that ye ſorrow not, even as others which 
have no 5 


. The Enforcement of this Caution by 


their Chriſtian Faith and Hope, for if we 
believe, Re. 

6. God's provident Reach for future 
Goed, in leaving this-upon Record for 
our Improvement when thus exerciſed. 

Hence therefore let me touch upon theſe 
few following Things, as prefatory and 
preparatory to my main Deſign. 


1. The Exerciſe or Trial. 


1. Here were Friends in the Fleſh De- 
ceaſed : For as by one Man Sin entered 
into the World, "od Death by Sin ; aud 
ns (or rather even ſo: % Eros ) Death 


paſſed 


the Help for Maurners. 
paſſed upon all Nen, for that all have ſinned. 
Rom. v. 12. Humane Relations, Stati- 


ons, Converſe, Employments and Con- 
cerus, have their reciprocal Uſefulneſs 
and Endearments, whereto Death puts 


an End; and the Period which Death 
puts hereto will broach our Tears. 
The Inſtincts which God hath im- 
planted by Nature in us, will prompt 


us to lament the Death of thoſe we love. 


There is a Bittcrneſs for the Removal of 
our Firſt- born, Zech. xii. 10. 


without bitter Lamentations. 

2. Friends in the Lord Aſleep; all their 
endearing Graces, their rich Unction, 
their eminent Uſefulneſs, their regular 
Steps and worthy Deeds, and all their 
valuable Excellencies for moſt delightful 
Converſation, and profitable Under- 


takings and Performances, all theſe ad- 


mit of no Diſcharge from this War, 


Death muſt ſpare none, but reign and 
as a ſtanding Witneſs - 


cut down all, 
for the Holineſs of God, and as a ſenſi- 
ble, viſible, Remonſtrance to the vile A- 
poſtacy of Humane Race from him. 
And be we never fo Dear and True to 
God, even as far as this preſent State can 
wine of, yet Heſh ws Blood muſt be re- 

2 ſolvd 


* e , 


David © 
could not þ2 parted from his Jonathan 


4 


4+ 


T be Chriſtian Hope 
ſolv'd into its Original Dutt ; and (as I 


_ humbly think) never appear ſuch again 


before its God. But whatever Tokens 
of Divine Diſpleaſure it may bear and 
meet with here; yet, notwithſtanding all, 
Grace renders us dear and uſeful each to 
other; whence we are loth to part, and 


are ſorely miſs d by one another when 


Death removes us, becauſe of former 
Uſefuineſs and Delighifulneſs: Prayers, 
Counſels, Truſtineſs, and mani fold Ac- 
compliſhments, are taking things, but of 
no Force againſt the Stroke of Death. 

3. Friends to the Lord; faithfully ſer- 
ving him at the deareſt Rates. Several 
Paſſages in this Epiſtle would tempt the 
diligent Reader to conclude, that theſe 
who ſlept had undergone great things 
for Chriſt, and that they had both preſer- 
ved and teſtified their Faithfulneſs to 
their great Lord and Maſter, bothto the 
Death, and by their Sufferings and Death 
for him: They went as weather-beaten 
Ships to Shore, as wearied Ones to Reſt, 
and as martyred Ones to their moſt 
glorious Crown and Triumphs. Their 
Wearineſs was in their Fleſh ; they were 
not weary of their Maſter, nor of his Ser- 
vice. This great Apoſtle remembred 


and acknowledged their Work of Faith, 


Labour 


the only Help for Mourners. 


Labour of Love, and Patience of Hope, 
in their Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the Sight 


of God their Father: Whence he calleth 


them Brethren, Beloved ; teſtifieth their 


Election of God, and proclaimeth 


them Exemplary to all that believed in 
Macedonia and Achaia, in that they had 


followed Chriſt and bim, having re- 
ceived the Word in much Affliction, with 


Joy of the Holy Ghoſt. 1 Thepſ. i. 3 


— 7. And hedeclares their further Suf - 


ferings from their own Countrymen. 


Ch. ii. 14. It is no eaſie thing to part 
with Friends and Chriſtians of tried and 
known Integrity; ſuch as have bravely 


ſhewed and raiſed the Energies of their 


Chriſtian Principles, Deſigns and Hopes, 
and kept them firm and ſtrong in Storms 
and Agonies; and who bave thereby 
greatly edified, and encouraged others : 
Such as theſe muſt needs be miſſed, and 


much bemoaned when gone: Eſpecially 


by ſuch as are in Storms, or near them, 
and greatly need their Prayers and Help. 


II. The Mournful under Trial. 


| 1. Some might be Relatives to the 


Dead; and thus natural Affections would 
draw forth Tears. Martha and Mary were 
; 2 - affected 


3 


— 
— — — 
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affected with the Death of Lazarus their 
Brother. Jeſus found Mary weeping. Some 
might be here left Widowers and Widows, 


Pine CLLR, and e Orphans ; 


and this goes near our Hearts when 
they are taken from us. Rachel, weep- 
ing for ber Children, refuſed fo be comfor- 
ted, becauſe they were not. Jer. 31. 15. 
And thus Naomi wonl be called [arab ʒ 
chaſing that Bitterneſs, and not Pleaſure, 
ſhould be intimated by her Name; for | 
that ſhe thought the Almighty had dealt 
very bitterly with her in taking Elimelech 
her Husband from her. U 

2. Some might be intimately acquainted 
with the Deceaſed ; and this bath its 
Indearmentsalſo: A Friend loveth at all 
Times and Love reſents the Removal of its 
Object. A Friend ſticks cloſer than a 
Brother; and fo far his Removal will 
more affect the Heart. Perfons of known 
and try'd Integrity, Uſefulneſs, and De- 
lightfulneſs in Buſineſs, Truft, and Con- 
verſation, go off like Limbs. 

They were united and endeared in 
the Lord, and the Receſs of ſuch may 
have its ſtartling Aſpects and Preſages; 
tho' it be well with them whom 
Death removes, yet may their Depar- 
ture look Ciſmally towards thoſe that 


ſtay 


the only Help for Mourners. 
ſtay behind; and call them to fad 
Thoughts of Heart. Ja. lvii. 1. 

4. Some through Significancy in pe- 
culiar Stations may obe worle ſpar d 
than others. Some are as the Chariots 
and Horſemen of Jrael Who knoas 
not what an excellent Relative or a 
+ ies Friend imports? AF. xx. 37, 
38. | 


III. The faithful Monitor. 


1. It was St. Paul, that eminent 
Chriſtian Convert. A Perſon who well 
knew by whom he was Converted, to 
whom he was to Speak, what he had 
to Teach and Urge, when to Addreſs 


bimſelf to Perſons, and how to ſuit 


himſelf to all Capacities, Exigencies , 
and Concerns. One Wile and Prudent, 
Authoriz'd and Ready, Tender and 
Faithful : And by whom they were 
converted and regarded, for 17 5 were 
much upon his Heart, 1 Thef. 2. 8. 
2. One that could ſpeak N great 
Authority, for he was the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles. His Call it was ex- 
traordinary, his Unction rich, and 
his Atteſtations ready to what he ſpake, | 
A Man every way fitted to his Work, 
B 1 and 
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and greatly acceptable to his Lord who 
ſent him; and well known to this 
Church to whom he wrote, greatly 
eſteemed by em, and very proſperous 
amongſt em; ſo as that his Cautions 


and his Conſolations could not but 


come with great Advantages unto them; 
the Tongue of the Learned was with 
him, and he knew how to ſpeak a 
Word moſt pertinent to dejected Souls. 
The Inſpirations of the Spirit, and his 
Advantages through Experience, did 
greatly furniſh bim to befriend em 
with 'a Word in Seaſon. ; 

. He was a Perfon of great Sympa- 
thy and Sollicitouſneſs about their pre- 
ſent Caſe, 1 IB. 3. 1,—8. He knew 
the Hope whercto his Goſpel Miniftry 
had brought them, how this diſtin- 
guiſhed them from others, what Need 
they ſtood in of this ſupporting Hope 
which others want, what Service it 
mizht do them now, if duly atuared 
and improved by them, and how 
deſolate, naked and diſconſolate they 
would be, ſhould it be now neglected or 
deſerted by em. We are apt to pore 
upon what afflicts us, and to negleck 
what ſhould encourage and ſupport us. 
The beſt of Chriſtians need their ſea- 
ſonable 


the only Help for Mourners. 
ſonable Quicknings and Cautions. Breach- 
es upon our Families are apt to ſcatter 
Thoughts, or to confound them, to 
ſtifle or divert them, or to miſplace 
them, through the impetuous rudeneſs 
of our awakened or diſturbed Paſſions. 
Then is the true Interpreter and Guide 
moſt grateful] to us, for the Settling 
and Conduct of our Soul-refreſhing 
Thoughts. One that could ſpeak and 
plead to purpoſe with all that Sweetneſs, 
Cogency and Order, which our Edifica- 
tion and Encouragement under Trials 
may require, | muſt needs be very 
grateful to us. | 


IV. His Pertinent and Prudent Cay tion. 


1. Not tO be l 1 gnorant of the Chri- | 


ſtian Hope. Life — Immortality are 


now / brought to Light through the Goſ- 


pel, 2 Tim. 1. to. Tis the Reproach of 
Chriſtians not' to have the aCtuated 
Knowledge of a God raiſing the Dead, 
1 Cor. 15. 35. What! Chriſtians, and 
not know the very Life of Chriſtianity | 
AFs 24. 14,—16, Not to diſcern what is 
beyond the Grave! Vain Man! Sad 


Chriſtians! Diſmal Funerals! Inſulting 


WARREN Triamphing Devils ! De- 
jected. 
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jecded Looks! And deceitful Chriſtianity, 
if the Dead fall, to riſe and live no more 
All comes to nothing then. But God 
hath put this out of Doubt by Chriſt, 
his raiſed and exalted Son, and many 
things now Miniſter to our Belief here- 


of. 
2. Not to reſent 1 Death at Chri- 


51 Friends and Relatives too much, 


ſeeing Chriſt and they will come again; 
and they have done their Work, and 


God his Will ; and the living muſt ſub- 


mit, and not 13 . like 
leſs Pagans, What ſhall diſtinguiſh 
hopes! em but the — — 
Influences of this our Chriſtian Hope ? 
We muſt not give them up for loſt be- 
cauſe of their Receſs from us. | 
Not to negle& their and our 
Chriſtian hope when our Chriſtian Re- 
latives and Friends depart from us by 
Death. It is well for them that they 
are faln aſleep in Jeſus: And we our 


ſelves ſhall fareno worſe than they when 


lod 95 with them. 
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V. The Enforbement of this Cation 4 
© Foun Chriſtian Faith, : .. 


K. Their Spirits yet exiſt, ang are 
with Chyiſt himſelf. At Bose "with 
Chriſt, whilſt abſent from the Body, 
2 Cor. 5. 1,8. with Nm when dif- 
ſolved, Phil. 1. 23. in Faradiſe, Lale 
23. 43. And in Abrahams Beſom, Loke 
16. 22. There they are exercis d and em 
tertained like themſelves. There they 
are fixt above all Pain, Fear, Grief 
or Danger, Want or Shame. How 
are they "pleaſed there With what they 
are, ſee, feel and have? And with what 
they have left behind *em, and capes}, | 
and lock for when the whole Farhily / 
of God is got together? And their i. 
holding of what Chriſt dot contintiafly 
purſuant hereunto, takes off from them 
alt Tediouſneſs and Uneaſineſs in this 
Expectation. Gteat things are doing 
in both Worlds for this, by Chrift, 
and by Bis Miniſters: "Ir. he And 
Earth, which they difcern with Joy, 

ie Thowphr "hereof * may chear the 

therwiſe Mourpful ene and mic 
May their Grief, : 1 5 


01 4 


teach | 
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2. Their Bodies are aſleep in Duſt, 


and ſo at Reſt. There indeed the wick- 
ed ceaſe from troubling, and the weary 
are at Reſt, in Beds made ſoft through 
their expected Reſurrection; they are no 


more to be diſturbed with the hurries | 


of this diſordered and fluQuating 


World, no more expos'd to Rage 
and Violence, to Sickneſs, Pain, Diſ- 
eaſe or Want, or to Secular Im- 


ploy ments qr Concerns: The Body 


drops all theſe with itſelf. 
3. Theſe Mourners in their Courſes 
were to be gathered to them, 2 Saw. 
12. 23. Duſt to the ſilent undiſturbed 
Grave, Job. 30. 23. their Spirits 
unto the Father and Redeemer of them, 
4. All will be raisd again by Chriſt, 
and brought together to part no more; 
John 14. 1,—3. John 6. 39, 40. John 


17. 22,,—-24- Col. 3 


5. They all ſhall 8 then like 


themſelves, and to the nobleſt Purpo- 


ſes and Ad vantages; even that #he 
Neme of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be 


lorified tn them, and they in him, ac- 
—_— fo the Grece of our God, and the 


admir'd in all them that believe, 2 Thef, 
1. 10,—12. They ſhall all 3 
nenn Rs" "N i 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt z for then will he be 
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the only Help for Mourners. 
aſt, I} Chriſt in Glory ; which Glory ſhall be 


ick- | ſo Divine and Great, as that all ſhall 
eary know whoſe Sons and Favourites they 


ogh are, who is their Head, and who hath 


eno brought them hitherto, whole and what 


rries Spirit ſealed and actuated them below, 
ting | and muſt inhabit them for ever as his 


age own Living and Eternal Temple; 


Di- whoſe Wiſdom ordered their Diſcipline, 
Im- formed their Temper, and directed their 
ody Behaviour here, to ſerve the Purpoſes 
of Religion and Salvation; and how 
arſes intimate and Important every way their 
$49, Heavenly Fellowſbip ſhall be: From 
rbed | whom and what they are ſo wiſely and 
-irits I effectually reſcued, to univerſal Praiſe 
hem. and Satisfaction, 1 Pet. 1. 7. Heb. 2. 10. 
\riſt, for now Divine and Chriſtian Wiſdom 


zore; I appears in its Meridian Luſtre : How 


John Grace, thus wrought up to its deſigned 
I Height, unites and ſuits them each to other, 


ſhip are met with now than ever, and how 


be welcome they will then be upon all Ac- 


counts. | 
6. This Hope, moſt evident and 


20. Titus 1, 2. 1 Pet. 1.21. 2 Cor. 4. 


gaged 


and how much better Friends and Fellow- 


great, is very near its full Accompliſh- 
ment, Heb. 10. 34,—37. Heb. 6. 17,— 


14. This God hath told, the Son 
himſelf hath purchaſed, and ſtands en- 
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gaped for by Covenant, Relation and | 
Commiſſion. Tis this 'the Spirit hath | 
piles and to which he ſuits and ſeals if 

5 this all his Miniſters preach and preſs | 
_ Order from himſelf ; this Martyrs | 
have unanimouſly . and rejoic'd i 
in to the Death; this are we to live to 
and upon, to prepare for aud ferpen 4 


VI. God's provident Reach in bis re. 
cording this for firture good. 


| Now therefore to came fete to 
my main Deſign, let us here conſider, 
1. The Breaſt of Conſolation. 2 The 
Perſons fitted to ſuck this Breaſt. | 

3. The Conſolations to be met with 
in this Breaſt. 4 The Faith which 15 
to EE theſe Conſolations out. 


A . The Breaſt of Conſolation. 


1. We have here the dying and ex- 
alted Perſon ; his Name imports his great 
Defign and "Kindneſs. The Context 
repreſents him under a Threefold Cha- 
rater and Title. He is Twice called 
Jeſus in the FourteenthVerſe: The reaſon 
of that Character we have in Mat. i. 
550 the Reaſon given there | al chis, 5 * 0 
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er he ſhould fave his People from their 
(a1; Sins: Whereby it is plain that Salva. 
reſs tion was in his Eye, upon his Heart, and 
5 rin the Power of his Hand; and it was 
150 the peculiar Province conſigned to him 


<2 Lord. Verſe 15, 16. This Title intt- 
Peck. mates his Juriſdiction and Dominion; 
for God hath put all Power and Trea- 
ſures into his Hand, and cloathed him 
with all Prerogatives for the Accom- 


re · 


Her laſt Title is Chriſt, v. 16. which inti- 


The mates the Plenty and Richneſs of his 
caſt, Unction; for his Accompliſhments muſt 
ebe very Rich, becauſe of the Difficul- 
"gy ties of his Undertaking. And hence, 
that God might obviate and prevent 
all that might mortifie or abate this 
Hope, he hath been pleaſed to expoſe 
him to our View, as under the 
| greateſt and moſt accompliſhing Cha- 
5 racters and Accompliſhments. Thus his 
— Name ſhall be called Wonderful Coun- 
Cha. ſellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſting 
alled Father, and the Prince of Peace. J. 


"op reſt upon him, the Spirit of Wiſdom 
1 5 and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Coun- 


he ſel and of Might, the Spirit of Know- 
5 | ledge 


by his Father. His next Title is, the 


pliſnment of this great Hope. The 


ix. 6. And the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 


15 
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Knowledge and of the Fear of the Lord, 
with much more to aggrandize his Name: 


Which you may read in I/. xi. 2,—10. 


_ Conſider all his Titles in the Sacred Scrip- 


tures, with their declared and directed Re- 


ferences to this our textual Encourage- | 


ment, his Eminencies, his Affections and 
Prerogatives, with all his Covenant-Rela- 
tions and Engagements to and for his 


Seed, and ſee what Life theſe will afford | 
to this Encouragement. 


2. The Drath of this Perſon to this 
End. For we ſee Jeſus who was made 
little lower than the Angels, for the ſuffering 
of Death crowned with Glory and Honour, 
that he by the Grace of God ſhould taſte 
Death for every Man, For it became bim, 


for whom all things are, and by whom are 


all things, in bringing many Sons to Glory, 
to make the Captain of their Salvation perfect 
through Sufferings, For the Children being 
Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo himſelf 


likewiſe took part of the ſame ; that through 


Death he might deſtroy him that had the Pow- 
er of Death, that is, the Devil, and deliver 
them who through Fear of Death were all 
their Life-time ſubject to Bondage. Hence 
cometh the Power, and Fitneſs, and Readi- 


neſs of our ſuffering High-Prieſt to ſac- | 


cour tempted and dejeted Ones, See 
| T Heb, 


Sutin, rand At "ae . Ss Lode. 42 


Q.v © 2 9 re . maj, fnpn, np 


_ © the only Help for Mourners, 
Heb: ii. 9, — 18. He died that we and 
our deceaſed Friends might meet and live 
again. This once deccaſed Perſon was 
the Incarnate Word ; bis Death had all 
the Aggravations which could conſiſt with 
his Dignity, - Innocence, and Deſign; 


the Valour of his Death ſerved all the 


Purpoſes of Grace and Government to 
the Height; and the atteſted Hiſto- 
ry and Report thereof is rendered very 


Improveable to and by us. Think on 


the Types, and Prophecies, and Goſpel- 


accounts of this his Dying, and well con- 


fider what takes its Original and Life 
herefrom, and you will find all mini- 
ſtring to this Hope before you. - 

3. The Reſurrection of this Perſon, to 


make his Death ſucceſsful to this coni- 


fortable End; Both Militant and Mourn- 


ful Chriſtians have a glorious and 


joyful State ſet in the refreſhing Pro- 


ſpect of their Faith and Hope. One 


great Apoſtle tells us, that the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriit, (whom 
he bleſſeth for it) according to his 


abundant Mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively Hope, by the Reſurrecti- 


on of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, to 


an Inheritance uncorruptible and un- 
deſiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 


ſerved 
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ferved in Heaven for perſevering Chri- 
ſtians z wherein they do and ſhould 
greatly rejoice, whatever heavineſs may 
attend them here through manifold 
Temptations, 1 Pet. i. 3,—g. And well 
they may, ſeeing God has raiſed him 
from the D:ad, and given him Glory, that | 


2. 21. It ſtrangely raisd and fixed the 
Spirit, and chear'd the Heart of the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, that Chriſt both 
died and roſe again; and that God's 
Heart and Hand were in the Thing, Ron. " 
viii. 32, — 39. And it made him elſe- “ 
where challenge and inſult the Grave and I ſ 
Death, that all the Seed ſhall live again 


through him, 1 Cor. xv. 51, — 57. Chriſt 


T 
roſe again not to live alone, but that 
we ſhould die no more, but live with E 
him for ever. O bleſſed State and Regi ft 
ons, wherein Chriſt's raiſed Favourites: G 
and Members ſhall be Beautiful in their O 
Perſons, Intimate in their Converſe, 2 
Clear in their Viſions, Vigorous in their Cr 
Principles, and hichly Satisfied in their E- 1! 
ternal Entertainments and Employments e 

4. His glorious: Revelation and Re- 
turn from Heaven, Acts i. 11. He 1s Lor 
our Life, and will appear as ſuch ; and Put 
then ſhall we appear with him in Glory. Un 


The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Hea- (hal 


ven 


1 only Help for Aeg 


ven with a Shout, with the Voice of the 
Archangel, and with the Trump of God, 
1 Theſ. 4. 16. and with his mighty An- 
gels; and then ſhall he be olorify'd in 


believe in that Day, 2 Theſ. 1. 7, 8. 10. 
verſe, with what Auguſtneſs of Expreſ- 
ſion does that Eagle-ey'd Apoſtle, St. 
Paul, repreſent this glorious Appearance 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! For he tells 


molt ſignificant Expreſſions, for it is the 
bleſſed God who ſends him; and there- 
ſore the Gloriouſneſs of this his Bleſſed- 
neſs ſhall appear in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
This God will do as the only Potentate ; 


Energies of Nature to be obedient to 
egi. the Pleaſure, and ſubſervient to 
ice; Glory and Grandeur of his Son. Chriſt 
their comes to repreſent the King of Kings, 
and therefore unto him ſhall all the 
Crowns and Scepters of the, World ſub- 


ir E- mit, and lye as proſtrate at his Foot, and 


nts! ceaſe from all further Claims before him: 
Re- He, furthermore, who ſends him is ſtiled 
Lord of Lords, and therefore he will then 
t him into, the full Poſſeſſion of the 
lory: Iniverſe; no Juriſdiction and Dominion 


Hea-ſhall then be lodg d in any but in this 
C 2 our 


his Saints, and admired in all them that 


us that God himſelf ſhall make this Show; 
and he inſinuates the Greatneſs of it in 


with whom alone it is to make all the 
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our appearing Lord. No Kings not | 


Lords ſhall vye with him, or rival . him. 


Yea, he ſends our Lord, who alone hath | 
Immortality ; and therefore hath it in his 
Power to impart It at his Pleaſure 5 now it 

ſhall be clearly manifeſted that he hath If 
given to this our appearing Lord and 
Head to have Life and Immorta'1iy in Þ 


bimlelt, and toimpzrt it at his Pleaſure ; 


our Lord then comes from him, whole Þ 
Reſidence is in that Light which no Man can 


approach unto, whom no Man hath ſeen, 
nor can fee. Oh how illuſtriouſly will 
he appear in whom all of God that 1s vi- 


ſible and intelligible ſhall then appear! 
1 Tim. vi. 14, 15, 16. But Chriſt him-| 


{elf bath briefly ſumm'd up all, in telling 
us that he will come in his own Glory, 
and in his Father's, and in that of the 
holy Angels, Luke 9. 26. Then fhall the 
Heavens paſs away, and be diffolv'd by 


Fire; and the Elements (or Furniture) 


ſhall melt with fervent Heat; the Earth 
alſo, and the Wo ks that are therein, 
ſoall be burnt up. And this great Day of 
Chriſt's Appearance is call'd emphatically 
the Day of God, 2 Pet. mi. 10, — 12. 
That Jeſus who came ſo freely from ht 
Father, who appear d ſo meanly as to 
humane View, who ſuffered ſo preatl 
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from the Sons cf Men, wlo dy'd with 
ſuch Humility and Reſolution, who role 
again fo powertully, who bleſs'd his Fa- 
4 vuurites ſo endearingly at his Departure 


from them, who aſcended ſo triumpbant- 


ly, who was brought into his Fath-r's 
Preſence with ſo great Solemnity, as the 
Attendance of all the heav-nly Holts upon 


him, and who was placed and enthron- 


ed at the Right Hand of God his Father, 
and was there enrobed with ſuch Majeſty 


and Prerogatives ; this very Jeſus will 
ſhew himſelf again, to all his Favourites 
and Members, in evidently ſo vaſt Ca pa- 


cities, as to be a Nonſuch Friend to them, 
and to ſerve all thoſe Purpoſes whereto 

his gracious Mediation was ſo avouchedly 
Jobn 14.1, 2, 3, and 20. All 


ditected, 
that was truly lovely in our Chriſtian 
Relatives and Friends departed from us, 


was far ſhort of being a perfect Tranſcript 


of the Excellencies of their Lord and 
ours; therefore we ſhall behold him in 
his Meridian Glory, as the Original of 
our derived Perfections. | 

5. All that he brings with him, and 


comes to fetch up to himſelf, will appear 
Beautiful in their Conformities to himſelf, 


1 Jobe iii. 2. Rom. vi. 5. We ſhall reſem- 
ble him to the Life, in all the Glories 


C 3 both 
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both of his inward and his outward Man, 
altho' we cannot fully equal him in ei- 
ther: And Glorious will the Viſion be, to 
ſee his Excellencies intheir Impreſſions on, 
and Reflections from all his compleated 
Members, and the Refractions of this Im- 
prels towards each other, the Conſentien- 
cies of their Minds, the Concord of their 
Hearts, the Chearfulneſs and Order of 
their Miniſtrations to himſelf, cannot but 
iſſue in great Admiration. They muſt 
be Wiſe that ſhine in thoſe well-ordered 

Rgions, they muſt be Warm t hat lye di- 
| rectly under Divine Regent Love; 
they muſt needs be Active and 
Unwearied in their Services, who are al- 
ways actuated by ſuch heavenly, and 
therefore lively Principles, and kept un- 
der the moſt quick ning Illapſes of the 
Divine Life upon them. We read con- 
cerning Chriſt himſelf, that 7 that he 
liveth he liveth unto Ged, Rom. vi. 10. 
Whereby tis evident, that the Lord Jeſus, 
in our Nature, hath by his Exaltation 
no Period put to his Devotedneſs to 
God; and herein we ſhall be greatly like 
him, "and muſt accordingly be purify d. 
in order to our full Devotedneſs to God. 

4 God is yet God, though Chriſt and we 

| be glority'din the Heavens : z and he will 

there be glorify d in Chriſt, and in all his 

* Members, 
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Members, as the God of Featen; for 
when all things ſhall be ſubdu'd to him, 
then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject 
unto him who put all things under him, 


that God may be all in all, 1 Cor. 15. 28. 


Heaven is a State of Life, and Light, and 


Love; Life is the Principle of Action ; it 


is, as in itſelf conſidered, all Activity 
and Induſtry ; the Light or Miſdom of 


that State will be the Conduct of this Prin- 
ciple, and Love is that which ſweetens 


all ; for it is, as ſuch, the Satisfaction and 
Delight of what is ſo fully acted accord- 
ing to the Conduct of that State. All 
our Heaven- born Principles here are in 
their Infancy, and labouring under great 
Infirmities and Defects; no Saint on Earth 
is Wiſe, and Warm, and Strong enough 
for our determined Miniſtries and Servi- 
ces to the great Jehovah ; and hence it is 
that holy Souls are call'd aſide from us, 


to be prepared for the reaſſuming of their 


more ſerviceable Bodies for the Buſineſs 
of that bleſſed World before us. They 
that ſleep in Jeſus have dropt their 
ſinful Imperfections and Infirmities with 
their Bodies; but they ſhall take their 
Bodies up again, without whatever 
may be Prejudicial to either Soul or Body. 
Chriſt is but here preparing for himſelf, 
but he will &er long. preſent unto him- 

84 ſelt 
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ſelf a Glorious Church, not having Spot or 


Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing : 5 but that it 


ſhould be Holy, and wichout Blemiſh, 


Epb. v. 27. And to preſent us Faultleſs 


before the Nee of his Glo y with ex» 


ceeding Joy is the p. cul ar Work of the 


only Wile God ou! Saviour, Jude. 24. 25, 
As to our Bodies, as we have borne the I- 
mage ot the earthy, ſo we ſhall bear the 
Image of the heavenly ; which mere 
Fleſh and Blood can never do, therefore 


we muſt be chang'd. What's ſown in 


Corruption, maſt be rais'd in Incorruption ; 
what's ſown in Diſhonour, (for Mortali- 


ty and Death are the Diſgrace of humane 


Bodies) ſhall be rais'd in Glory; and 
what is ſown inWeakzeſs, (and alas how 


Feeble are the Powers of languiſbing and 


declining Fleſh 2 And how unfit for Ser- 
vice or Delight)? It _ ſhall be rais'd in 
Power. Natural Bodies are for Animal 
Functions, but Spiritual Bodies are to mind 
and ſerve more Noble Purpoſes, 1Cor, 15. 
42, — 50. Excellent Souls! Apt Bodies 
Both inhabited by the Spirit of God 


All in their proper Harmonies, Energies 


and Luſtre! And as the Children of God 
and the Reſurrection! Oh lovely 
Hope and Sight to behold ſuch Multi- 
tudes of Mirrors with fo much Faithful- 


neſs 
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zeſs, Conſtancy and Clearneſs, repreſent- 
ng Chriſt's Image to himſelt, and to each 
other, and that without the leaſt Defor- 
ity or Defect amongſt them all! 
6. Both Head and Members brought 
nd kept by God himſelf together; for he 
ho bath raiſed up the Lord Jeſus ſhall 
raiſe us up alſo by Jeſus, 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
t miniſters not a little to our Confidence 
to find Chriſt ſpeaking thus, I came down 


ore from Heaven, not to do mine own Will, but 

in the Will of him who ſent me, and this is the 
„1; Father's Will which kath ſent me, that of all 
li- Mwhich he hath given me I ſhould loſe no- 


ne thing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the 
nd Mit Day; and I will then raiſe bim up, 
ow John vi. 38, — 40. God's Power raiſeth 
nd both. His Heart is in the thing; his 
er⸗Miſdom fixeth on the moſt expedient Time 
in and Way. His Faithfulneſs will ſee his 
nal Word and Promiſes tulfill'd, and he will 
nd make us meet with Joy, never to part a- 
15. gain, Job 14. 14, 15, They long d and 
es! vill delight to ſee their Lord, and their 
d ! Lord longs to ſee them; and their God 
ies will take no ſmall delight in ſeeing 
od I Chriſt and them together. Thou ſhalt 
ely call and I will anſwer thee : Thou wilt 
ti⸗ have a Deſire to the Work of thy own 
ul- Hands, ſaid holy Job in the a 
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mite, as ſome Men count Slackneſs; and 
if he ſtay. the longer, that more might 
meet both him and us in his own Glori- 
ous Day, why ſhould we think his Kind- 


neſs the leſs for that, as if the Encreaſing 
_ - ofhis Kingdom could be the leſſening of 
our Satisfaction? We muſt not be lg- f 


norant of this one thing, that one Day 
with the Lord is as a Thouſand Years, 
and a Thouſand Years as one Day, did 
we but well conſider that all the Parts 
and Portions of Time have their proper 
Work conſign'd em; and that Time is 
always filling up with the Accompliſh- 
ments of God's Will : We might hence 
eaſily infer, that God can have no Temp- 
tation to Impatience, nor we our ſel ves 
receive any Prejudice by the ſeeming De- 


Jays of what we look for. Our God is al- 


ways on his Way towards us; he is 
but making all things gradually ready 
for the Solemnity of our Lord's meeting 
with us. That God who gave our 
Lord to us, and us to him, who rais d 
up him to animate and fix our Faith and 
Hope in God himſelf, that God who 


gave his Spirit to us, and ſcaled us m_ 
Wit 


ond Place. Our Lord is making all fit 
Haſte to prepare for this general Conven- 
tion ; he is not Slack concerning his Pro- 
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That God who hath fed and train d us up 
Eby Truth: That God who hath exercis d 
and improv'd us by ſpecial providential 


Si Conduct: Yea, that God who bath made 

1d. Heaven for his, and his for Heaven, 

al will take effectual Care to have all his Fa- 
© Wnmily brought together, he will ſee both 


Bride and Bridegroom in his own Pre- 

> ſence, and in their mutual Embraces there; 
nor will he ſuffer the Body of his Son to 

want the leaſt Member belonging to it. 


0 Il. The Perſons to be comforted by this 
Breaſt. 


1. They muſt themſelves be ſeriouſly 


was thankfully remembred for their Sound 


Three conſiderable and comprehenſive 
Topicks, viz. their Work of Faith, their 


y Labour of Love, and their Patience of 


5 Hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
Sight of God and our Father; whence 
the Apoſtle did infer their Divine Electi- 
on, 1 Theſſ. i. 3, 4. where we may plain- 
ly ſee Faith forming them to Service, 


cipling 


ith unto the great Redemption Day: 


Chriſtian, converted by and to the Chri- 
can Faith. F we believe; this Church 


and thorough Chriſtianity, ſummed up in 


cutting out Work for them, and imprin- 
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cipling them or Chriſtian Uiefulneſs and |! 
Employment. Love reconciled them Mp 
to Labour, of which their Faith was as its Nus 
Soul, Hope ſprang from both, and was 
preſerved thereby, and iſſued in Patience, i 
as to waiting, ſuffering and acting; for 
it reconcil'd em to the Coſt and Difficul- Þ 
ty of their Chriſtian Duties, and to the 
Delays of the Accompliſhment of this w 
their Chriſtian Expectation; and their fr 
great Hope was the Son from Heaven, whom WM D 
God hath raiſed from the Dead, even F. 
Jiſus, their and our Deliverer from the Ml i 
Wrath to come. Now had they not enter- MW 2 
tain d this Faith, what Comfort could f 
it be to them to ſee deceaſed Chriſtians F 
brought with Chriſt again, to whom they IM V 
were not ſuitable in Temper, Purpoſe or t. 
Behaviour, with whom they muſt not en- 
ter into their Maſter's Joy, and by whom tt 
they will be intimately deſpiſed and ab- 2 
horr'd ? God's Power in raiſing Chriſt | 
is great towards his Believers, in that he 
prepar'd an Object, by this his raiſing | 
c 
1 
{ 
| 
| 


Power, moſt worthy of our fixed Faith 

and Confidence, Eph, i. 19,—23. It will 

be a dilmal Sight to fee both Patriarchs 

and Prophets in the beavenly Kingdom, 
whilſt the Spectators, though Children of 

the Kingdom, are excluded ene 

| their 
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their Infidelity. It is unreaſonable to ex- 
I pect deceaſed Chriſtians to delight with 
Bus in Vanity and Folly z and if there be 
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its 

was no Agreement, betwixt thertiſelvs and us 
ce, in the ſame Chriſtian Faith, wherein ſhall 
for we place our Bleſſedneſs or Satisfaction 
-ul- Nat their next Return? of 
the! 2. They muſt be Valuers of that Faith 
his wherein their Chriſtian Friends departed 
eit from em. They who lamented Stephens 
on Death muſt needs be Valuers of Stepbens 
en Faith and Cauſe; and ſuch their Character 
th ſpeaks them to be devout Men, Acts 8. 
er- 2. for God hath no Comfort in Reſerve 
1d for Encmies and Reproachers of their 
ins Faith. What Peace in Proſpect for thoſe 
ey who rather miniſtred to their Grief, than 
or to the Furtherance of their Chriſtian 
n- Frame and Cauſe ! Thoſe who have made 
the faithful Followers of Chriſt, whilſt yet 
b- Þ amongſt them, to bear their Chri- 
iſt T ſtian Yoke with greater Heavineſs, by 
he breaking the Compoſures of their 
12 | Thoughts and Spirits in the Solitary, So- 
th cial and Relative Ways of Chriſt, ſuch 
il muſt repent of that Temper, Speech and 
hs Practice which Chriſtianity reſents, before 
1, they are or can be capable of this Con- 
of COĩſolation. How can Two walk or dwell 
h together, except they be agreed? What 
ir Concord can there be betwixt Chriſt and 


Belial, 
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Belial, either on Earth, or in the Hez it 
vens ? If we deſpiſed their Faith whilt| 
they and we were here together in thif 
World and Body, when they and we 
ſhall meet elſewhere, they and their 
Lord will intimately hate us, and be in. 


tent upon our Condemnation, and upon me 
our Excluſion from their bliſsful State; the 
for then they and we are to part for ever. 
They, whilſt here Militant, lookt on their Hof 
Faith as that which attemper d them un- ha 
to the Viſions and Employments of the the 
Cceleſtial State; and the very Frame ¶ po 
which Faith had wrought in them made fix 
them diſreliſh and abhor the Intereſts and {the 
the Pleaſures which Infidels moſt doat up- {MW ne 
on. If we then never did eſteem that Princi- ¶ un 
ple in them which ſtrongly prompted *cm ¶ co 
to all their heavenly Labours, and Deſires, m 
and Hopes, what Comfort can it be to MW w 


us to think that they are what and where ¶ co 
we our (elves never cared to be? What Ci 
do wereckon on to find em when we us 
meet? Approvers, or Deſpiſers of our | to 
Aims and Tempers? God will bring tb 
Chriſt and them together as one appro- D 
ving and rewardinghimand them: But ÞW w 
with what Horror maſt we meet 'em,when m 
we are {ure to be deteſted and inſulted by a1 
| bem? Tis not the Viſion of their Faces, Nc 
EH: Wichout 
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Fichout the ſame Conformity with them 
Bo Chriſt, that can either ſtart or cheriſh 
Hope or Joy upon ſolid Grounds; but if 
Wheir ſound Chriſtianity rendred em love- 
By in our Eyes, then the compleating of 
Hheir Chriſtianity will be the Advance- 

ment of our Social Joy, when met toge- 
ther. 


3. They muſt have been Improvers 


ir {of their Chriſtian Helpfulneſs whilſt they 
had it here, and ſerious Lamenters of 
Ithe Loſs thereof. Their heavenly Dis- 
poſitions, their holy Converſations, their 
fixed Reſolutions to go through what 


they undertook, as Chriſtians, the grave- 


Ineſs of their Spirits, ſignaliz d by their 
undaunted Courage in encountering and 


conquering all the Difficulties and Ene- 
mies of their Chriſtian Courſe ; theſe 


| were all Excellent, Exemplary and En- 


couraging in them to us. Their prudent 
Counſels, their faithful Watchings over 
us, and their provoking us to Love and 
to good Works, as in the Proſpect of 


their and our great approaching State and 


Day before us, theſe all ſpeak their Stay 


with us to be a Bleſſing, and their Re- 
moval from us to be a ſtartling Stroak 


and Loſs ; fee Hebr. 10. 23. — 25. and 
chap. 1 2. 1.4. They who obſerv d their 
: - amiable 


* 
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amiable and imitable Principles ani 
| Lives, and who do retain thoſe good In. 
ſtructions which they gave em whill 
they lived with em, and ſo be moan what 
by their Death they loſe, cannot but ſo 
far be affected with the Loſs, as to need 
the Succours and Refreſhments of ny 
Text. Let others mourn upon lower 


Grounds, and run to Creature-comforts 


for their only Solace and Support; or le 


em diſſemble Sorrows in their Looks and 


and Tongue; what Breaſts of Conſolati. 
ons can they meet with? Or whither wil 
they fly for Help or Cordials ? Only the 
holy Soul can intimately bemoan the Los 
of helpful Friends to Heavenlineſs and 
Heaven. It was Paul's Appeal unto his 
Hearers for his Faithfulneſs unto them in 
their Soul Concerns, that made em ſoreſent 
their Loſs by his Departure from em, 4: 
to weep ſore, and to take their leave of 
him wich Bitterneſs of Soul, AFs 20. 35, 
267 55 Such as are weaned from this 
World ſo much, as that nothing elſe but 
hea venly Friends and Things can pleaſe 
them. They that are riſen with Chriſt 


do ſeek thoſe things which are above, 


where Chriſt ſitteth on the Right Hand of 
God ; thither they ſend their Hearts, 


and 
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and thence they expect their Life, Col. 
iii. 1,4. They that are after the Spirit 
do mind the things -of the Spirit ; 
and the declining ontward Man wich the 
Concerns thereof they value not, may 
but the inward Man, be renew- 
ed Day by Day. All things are counted 
Loſs,may but Chriſt be known and won, 
and the Reſurrection of the Dead attain- 
ed unto. This is the Frame, and theſe 


the Perſons capable of being comforted, 


when their Chriſtian Friends are taken 
from them. There is a mighty Diffe- 
rence betwixt this and the ſucceeding. 
World, betwixt our Militant and Tri- 
umphant State, betwixt our Friends in 
Heaven and Friends on Earth; and be- 
twixt our own preſent and our future 
Selves. Had we no Hopes of our being 
raiſed and gathered up together unto 
Chriſt, how diſmally ſhould we look up- 


on each other as dying Friends ! With 


what Dejectedneſs of Heart and Counte- 
nance ſhould we caſt our Eyes upon the 
Corps, the Graves, the Tombs, the. 


Coffins, of our deareſt Friends ! To be 
together for a while, and that a ſhort 
while too, and then to meet with Shame, 


and to part with Horror to Eternity, 

could not but cauſe great Agonies of Soul 

and when we are together, or are in 
| DCF 
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ſuction greatly depends upon excellent 


Tempers, great Accompliſhments, and 
p entiful Accommodations. But where 


can theſe be met with but in the com- 


pleated Family of Chriſt? As our tranſ- 


lated Friends are filling our Father's and 


our Maſter's Houſe apace, ſo it is our 
richeſt and moſt ſoveraigu Cordial that 
we are following them ; and that our 
crucity d and 41 8 Lord is our full Evi- 
dence and grefſt Security hereof, 2 Cor. 
14. 14. The Spirit and Language of the 
heavenly World are not to be met with 
every Day, nor in every Place; and 
heavenly Hearts are not much pleas'd 


with earthly Things aud Souls. When 


therefore here the Numbers of truly 
Heaven- born Soul's abate and leſſen, 
the Hearts of the remaining Saints would 
{woon away and die, were it not for the 
zoyful Proſpect of the univerſal Meeting 
of all the Saints in Light. We who 
have known and reliſhed their heavenly 
Femper, who have been edified by their 
judicious and ſavoury Diſcourſes about 
our future State and Hope; we who 
have minded them, and followed them in 
their Goſpel-converſations, may well 
take Sanctuary here, that Chriſt, and 
they, and we, ſhall be brought again 

8 together, 
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together, to more than all imaginable . 
Satisfaction and Advantage, and there be 
fixed, where God, Chriſt, Saints andAn- 
gels are in all Intimacies of Communion, 

5. Such as may hope for Heaven them- 
ſelves. A heavenly Heart makes a ſound 
Hope; and a heavenly Hope will make a 


{ ſound Heart. A Converſation firſtin Hea- 


ven, and then the Lord reveal'd from Hea» 


| ven expected with exceeding Joy. He 
| that believeth hath entred into his Reſt. 


What Cordial otherwiſe can it be to us, 
that they and we ſhall be brought unto 
our neareſt Interviews to bid adieu for 


evermore? Oh, would it not be diſmal 


to us, to have them to be Witnefles againſt 
us, and the Spectators of our Miſery and 
Reproach, and fo to be ſolemnly Diſ- 
claim d, and ſunk into the Depths of 
Darkneſs and Deſpair, there to be bury'd 
in Oblivion, and ſo to be everlaſting 
Strangers to all the Works of God, and 
to the Openings of his Name upon his 


| choſen Ones? Were we to be together 


in the ſame Glorious Regions, but in a 
contrary Frame and Temper each. to 
other, they loving God, we hating 
him, they ſerving God and Chriſt, 


even with luxuriant Delight and Satiſ- 


faction, and therein pleaſed with each 
other, as concentred in this Work and 
. D 2 J Of, 
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Joy, and our ſelves tormented with 
that Sight, and diſtaſted with that Ser- 
vice, and ſhunn'd and overlookt by all 


therein, as Infignificant and Loathſome 


Wretches upon that Account, ſurely 
Hell would be the State, tho' Heaven 


it ſelf ſhould be the Place, where all | 
both good and bad ſhould be together. 
But — there is no ſuch thing. Malig- 


nant Souls and Diſmal Regions beſt 
ſuit each other; and an abſolute Ex- 
cluſion from both the State and Place, 


where Kindneſs ſhines upon the Face | 


of Majeſty, and where God and Chriſt 
themſelves ſhall manifeſtly be that 


World to his, which — moſt pro- 


perly and ſignificantly deſerve the 


Name of Heaven, is the moſt fe and 
ge Doom. 


wm. The Confoletions to te aue fow 


this Breaſt. 


pies 7 Though they are fallen dom "us 
their fall is ſoft; they are but gſteep, 
Ads, 7. 60. Thus the Text Phraſes it, 
Our Eviend Lazarus ſeepeth, but I go 
that I may awake him out of Sleep. Thus 
Jeſus repreſented his Death as but 4 


: Sleep, John 11. 11, — 1g. they ſhall reſt in 


_ 8 57. . 2. There the weary 
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are at Reſt, Job 3. 17. They are ſaid 


to ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth, Dan. 12. 
2. They had been fatigu'd with tedious 
Sufferings and Labours in this World; 
they had liv'd to know that Men of 


low Degree were Vanity, and Men of 


high Degree a Lie; and when laid in 
the Ballance altogether lighter than Va- 


g nity; and that encreaſing Riches did 


not deſerve their Hearts, Pſal. 62, , 
10. The utmoſt of their Experiences 
here prompted em to conclude Man 
to be vain, Riches uncertain , Time 


and Things tranſient and fluid, World- 


ly Friends carnal, falſe or weak, | Rela- 


tions a Grief or Scandal, Honour Pre- 


carious or Dangerous, their Boſom- 
friends but Mortal and Defective, Chil- 


dren the Care, Grief, Shame, or Fear 


of Parents, and in continual Danger of 
Lapſes or Diſtreſſes, the Turns of Life 
hazardous, frequent and perplexing, and 
attended with great Snares and Trials 
every way, Enemies ſecret and open, 
crafty, maliguant, numerous and potent, 
their very Souls too much infirm, diſ- 
ordered and defiled, too mean in Fur- 
niture, too ſlow in Motions Hea- 
venward, too remiſs in their Prepara- 


tory Work for Service and Felicity, and 


too unſuitable to their Advantages, Ob- 
ö ligations 
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igations and F roſeſſion, Relapſes fre- 
quent, Revolis abundant, Good Per- 
{ons paſſing off apace, the Intereſt of 
God and Chriſt declining, Satan's en- 
creaſing, Chriſt's Members wandering, 
ſleeping, ſwooning, or Scandaloufly 


contending, and that moſt furiouſly 


when in the Dark, Sins and Judgments 
ſwarming everywhere, in Churches, Fa- 
milies and Kingdoms ; their Bodies, 
were continually liable to periſhing by, 


and diſadvantaged through many Sick- 
neſſes, Accidents and Pains, or tortu- 


red: and waſted by ſharp, yet need ful, 
Diſcipline and Labours, anxious Soli- 


citudes, or diſturbing Paſſions, enraged 
trough our ungrateful Pains, or our 
defeated Aims and Hopes. 


ZBut now they are free from the Noiſe 


and Hurries of this World, inſenſible of 


what attends their Bodies, and uncon- 
cerned about the Affairs of Time and 
Fleſh. Soxve ane fallin aſleep, 1 Cor. 15. 
6, 20. Some little Intermiſſions now they 


have of Animal Functions and Refe- 


ctions, and a Receſs from what afflicted 
em in this their Pilgrimage, Race, and 

Warfare. They are retired from Humane 
Converſation and Tranſactions, both as 
to Civil, and Sacred, and Domeſtick 
Entereſts and Affairs; this is the State 
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of our deceaſed Friends. The laſt Trump 
will awake them, and bring us all together. 

2. Their Sleep is ſweeter to em in 
that they ſleep i» Jeſus, 1 Cor. 15. 18. 


Tbus the Text aſſures us that it is, their 


Life is hid, not loſt - Tis hid with Chriſt, 


| for when abſent irom the Body, they are 


preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 8. and 


there they muſt needs be ſafe and eaſie. Tis 


hid with Chriſt 7» God, where their Re- 
poſitory is ſafe both for him and them, as 


he is their Hope and Head. Tis hid 


with God ix Chriſt, (as one Copy renders 
it) and there it muſt lye too deep to be 
extinguiſhed or prevented ; and whenGod 
ſends his Son again, then this Life will ap- 


| pear in its fall Strength and Glory, Col. 3. 


3, 4. When ſerious Chriſtians die they 
are called home to Chriſt, Phil, 3, 21, 
The Diſſolution of their Flcſh is as the 
Emancipation and Advancement of their 
Souls. Naked they will not be found 
when thus by Death uncloath d. Their 
heavenly Houſe was not poſſeſs d whilſt 

they were in this Fleſh, but greatly 

longed for; for this they were wrought, 

and, as the earneſt of it, God had 
beſtow'd his Spirit upon them, 2 Cor. 
v. 1,—5, Chriſt their inthroned Lord in 
Heaven receives their Spirits thither, 
Aﬀs 7, 59. There they are under his 
hg 94 Eye, 
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Eye, upon his Heart, and in his Arms 
and Boſom, well entertain'd, employ'd, 
preſerved, and improv'd for the Solem: 
nities of his ſo Glorious and Solemn 
Day. They are in Paradiſe, in Abra- 
Wb Boſom, and there they will be 
ready to meet their yet Militant and 
Mournful Brethren in open Court, and 
in their Heavenly Father's Houle. 

3. They that now ſleep in him ſhall 
return with him when he comes in 
Glory, for in Chriſt they ſhall be made 
alive, but every Man in bis own Order: 
Chriſt the Firſt-fruits, afterwards they 
that are Chriſt's at h's-coming, and 
then will Death be ſwallowed up of 


Victory, 1 Cor. xv. 22, 23, 52,54. 


You will ſee them then in all their 
acquired Excellencies here; but very 
much improved, and in their Me- 
ridian Luſtre and Perfections, far more 
delishtful and obliging than ever here- 
tofore, Knowledge more large and clear, 
Wildom far more extenſive and pro- 
found, Love more divinely Catholick, 
and kindly Fcrveat, and Lite it ſelf 
more uniform and energetical, and 
more «<xpreſſive of its great Original, 
and of its heaveyly fell. Compleated 
Siints will be a lovely Sight! 


4. God will himſelf accompliſh this, 


Jude 
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Hide 24, 25. And this makes the thing 
more credible and refreſhing, 2 Cor: 
ir. 13, 14. Heb. vi. 17,—20. Even that 
God whoſe Image they had once de- 
fac d, whoſe Fellowſhip they were un, 
t for, whoſe Favour they were un 
orthy of, whoſe Service they were no 
ay ſuited to, and whoſe glorious Pre- 
ſence they could not have endured to ſee. 
That God who could have juſtify d all 
the Extremities of his Revenges on them. 
That God who did not need em, and 
never could have been obliged». by em. 
That God who had beſtow d his Son up- 
on em that he might redeem them, and 
reduce them to himſelf, That God who 
had effectually brought em unto Chriſt, 
and had caſt em upon his peculiar Care 
and Conduct; tis he in whom. by pro- 
ſperous Grace, they had placed their Con- 
fidence and Comfort, for whom they had 
borne and done ſo much through his rich 
Grace and Providence; through whom 
they were ſo mortify'd to this World, and 
rats d above it, that he might make em 
worthy of his Kingdom and Glory; and 
whole Preſence they fo much - eſteemed, 
Fcoveted, requeſted and prepared for, 
and from whom they derived their 
Lovelineſs and Love. That God who 
can do all things, and in whoſe Power it 
18 
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is to enable us, and enrich us, and to 
fill us to all the Fulneſs of God. This is 
that God that has engag'd himſelf to 


bring this thing to paſs. He rais d up Jeſus 


from the Dead, and gave him Glory for 
the Eſtabliſhment of our Faith and Hope; 


tis he who knows beft what Heaven is, 


and what's moſt fit to ſuit us thereunto; 
and he who has our Head with him in 
Glory, and knows the Largeneſs of bis 
Heart towards his Redeemed Ones and 
what a Satisfaction it will be to Chriſt to 
fee his Members and himſelf togetner ? 
He will not fail to fee this brought to 


paſs, © 
5. Chriſt's Return, and the Return of 


_ thoſe who ſleep with him, have the ſame 


Grounds of Credibility. It was the Apo- 
ſtles Wonder that Chrift ſhould be 
preached as one raiſed from the Dead, 
and yet that any in the Corinthian Church 


ſhould ſay, that there is no dee, or 


new State of Life; and infers many Ab- 
ſurdities therefrom, 1 Cor. 15. 12,20; 


And all his Commendation of God's 


Love in Chriſt to ſerious Chriſtians would 
come to nothing, were there not this 
Salvation, Rom. 5. 8,—10. So neceſſa- 
rily doth the one infer the other. Chriſt's 
Incarnation, Death and Rn 
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ere never intended to ſupply any De- 
eds of Excellence or Happineſs in the 
rernal Word as ſuch. It was for their fakes, 
ot his own, that he became Incarnate, 
ch. 2. 9, 10. It was the humane Na- 
re which he came to dignify and exalt, 


nd to make reputable in his Fathers 


re, and in the Eyes of all thoſe Fa- 
ourites with him in Glory. His Uncti- 
n was indeed exceeding Rich, but it 
as to be both Serviceable and Communi- 


ined Glory for them. What was the 
ufineſs of a Mediator but to reſtore 
is Father and his Members to fixed and 
ternal Friendſhip ? He was to treat with 
50d for them, and with them for God, 
o bring God's Glory and their compleat- 
d Happineſs into a fit and full Conſiſt- 
nce each with other. It was his Bufineſs 
pon the Croſs to atone for our Forfei- 
ure of this happy State; and upon bis 


brone he teſtifies in Royal State bott 


his Deſign and his Ability to ſee his Seed 
aſtated in their fall Poſſeſſion oftheir In- 
eritance in Heaven; which cannot be, 
inleſs and until they are raiſed from the 


Pil 2, 6, 11. Heb. 9. 14, 15. Heb. 10. 


17 


able unto his Purchaſed Ones, and 
make them more Receptive of his ob- 


Dead, Rom, 8. 31,—39. Rom 14. 9. 
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 17,—25, What! Will Chriſt haveaF; 
mily without a Maſter > A Throne an 


not be King, and have his Subjects wit 
him? Or a Head without its Body! 


What ! Dear to him, and always abſeni6 
from him? Or through continual De 
fectiveneſs unworthy of him? He Dear i 


his, and they to him? He glorify d 
them, and they in him? They bot 
glorify'd in God, and God in them 
And yet not all appear and live together 


What! Bride and Bridegroom always kept 


aſunder? Who can believe ſuch Solz 
ciſms in Divinity as theſe ? | 
6. This general Meeting is deſignd 
and promiſed to bs for univerſal Sati- 
faction, John 14. 20. John 17. 24, 
God will then ſee with Pleaſure the 
Works of his Hands in their Perfection, 
and to the Satisfaction of his own Heart, 
God's Love to Chriſt and all his Seed 
hath vaſt Dimenſions, its Heigth, its 
Depth, -its Length, its Breadth : And it 
will ſhew it ſelf when, by his Grace and 
Power, Chriſt's Members are made fit to 
receive it in its Strength and Luſtre. Love is 
a reſtleſs thing ; uneaſie, as it were, till i 
hath ſhew'd and teſtify d it ſelf by doing 


and giving what it has long defign'd to 


do and give. As to the Seed of God ; 


his 


is 
abe 
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ea Eis great Cott upon them, his great Care 
bout them, and the Earneſt of his Spi- 
it in them, has virought them up to ſach 


ad Expectations as never can be gratify'd 
with any thing ſhort of this Reſurrection 
State and Day. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ha- 
ving 
them to the End of Time, and in Eter- 


Defires and Endeavours, ſuch Appetites 


lov'd his own, cannot but love 


45 


Wnity fill them with Demonſtrations of 


that Love in its moſt Genuine Products 
and Effects. Then ſhall his Kindneſs 
break in upon them like the Breaches of 
the Sea. The Spirit of God will fill his 
Living Temple with his Glory, and feaſt 


i. them with the Entertainments ofhis Love, 


till it 
oing 
d to 
od 


3 
his 


nd dwell therein for ever. Angels will 


meet us readily, as their moſt valued Aſ- 
ſociates, and take great Pleaſure in our 


MW Partnerſhip with them in the pure Plea- 


ſures of their Joys. Then we ſhall meet 
our Lord and them, and they meet us 
with inexpreſſible Reciprocations of all 
endearing Love. All Things and Pet- 
ſons any way Offenſive ſhall then be ga- 
thered out, and thrown aſide for ever: 
No Falſeneſs, Rancour, Partiality, In- 
firmity, Hazards, Evils, ſhall be met 
with there, Mat.13. 40,43. Then” 
and there is it that God will not be a- 
ſhamed to be called their God, and they 

| | themſelves 


5 


The Chriſtian Hope 


themſelves ſhall find no Cauſe to be 


— 


aſham:d of their Hopes and Services 
Pleaſure there circulates, and every Face 
and Tongue ſhall make us know the 
Difference betwixt the upper and the 
lower State. | | 


IV. The Faith which is to draw theſe Con. 


cluſcons out. 


1. Our concluding that it was Chriſt 
our Head and Saviour who was raiſed 
from the Dead. For of the Seed of Da- 
vid hatli God, according to his Promiſe, 
raiſed unto Iſrael a Saviour, Jeſus, and 
this Promiſe was fulfill d in Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, Ac, xiii. 23, 
32, 
that he was raiſed again, Rom. iv. 25. A 
Thing which Pax! thought Memorable, 
2 Dim. ii. 8. Now Chriſt is here no pri- 
vate Perſon, and ſo not unconcerned 
about us. He was his Father's Repre- 
ſentative and Voice to us ; and the whole 
Compaſs of his Mediation was all empha- 


tical Language unto us ; and hereupon 
we find him on Record ſet before us as 


our Prophet, our Prieſt, our King, the 
Captain of our Salvation; and he 1s ſet 


detore us as under Characters and * 


33 And it was for our Juſtification ; 


on- 


the only Help for Mourners. 


of great Importance. unto us. He was 
not to riſe alone, but as the Firſt- fruits of 
them that fleep ; he was not rais'd to go to 


Heaven alone, there to abide for ever 
without his Members. He is not a raiſed 
Enemy, to tread us down like Straw for 


the Dunghil. He will not return to our 
Deſtruction, as he is not rais d for our 
Diſcouragement. Certainly he who was 
here, whilſt on Earth, ſo very Tender 
and Compaſſionate, will not return 
from Heaven to lay thoſe Expectations 
Deſolate, which by his Word and Spirit 
he had Rais d and Cheriſhed in us. He is 
no Stranger to what concerns his own, 
their Duties, Burthens, Dangers and 


Temptations; their Ad ventures and 
Performances he clearly knows, and he 


intends when he returns to take ſuch 
ſolemn Cognizance thereof as to make 
them ſenſible that he was ever mindful 
of them, and will then requite them to 
and beyond their Hearts Deſire and their 
Hopes. He will then appear no impo- 
tent Undertaker. All Power will then be in 
his Hands, all Enemies under his Feet; 
all that afflicted us carried off, and the 
whole Univerſe at his Command; and 
all the Treaſures of God's Bleſſings 
thoroughly left with him, to be diſpos 1 
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of then as he ſees fit, for all the Glories 
and Delights of Eternity are abſolutely 
left with him, to be diſpenced by him as 
he ſhall then think fit. And who more 
likely to receive theſe Bleſſings than his 
own Body, and approved Favourites? 
And then he will make it Evident that 
the Concerns of all that followed him in- 
deed were heartily eſpouſed by him; 
and that he could not be Defective nor 
Defeated in his Eſpouſed Management 
of their Affairs. And here conſider wel 
Heb. 1.9,—18, | 

2. God rais d him up as approving 
this his Deſign ; and that he might be 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt all thoſe 
that come to God by him, Heb. vii. 25. 
Had not God liked this his great Under- 
taking, and had he not reſolv d to let him 
ſee his own Complacency in this his great 
Undertaking, the Pains of Death had 
not been looſed, nor had it been impoſe 
fible for Chriſt to have been detained 
therein ; but we find it otherwiſe in 4d. 
ii. 24 * it appears expreſly to have 
has the Ground of Chriſt's ſo glorious 
Exaltation that he had made himſelf of no 

Cee Sher ah Phil. ii. 6,—11. 
That this be credited at the Heart, 
and ſee againſt all other Sorrows and 
Diſcourage- 
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Diſcouragements, Roxy. x. 9,—13. John 
xiv. 1,—3. At this my Text looks ful- 
ly ʒ and this Faith is our great Preſerva- 
tive and Cordial. This is a Truth ſo ne- 
ceſſary, aweful, uſeful, and delightful, 
as that to let it lye neglected cannot but 
be our great Reproach and Damage. 
This Article, if well conſidered and im- 
proved by us, cannot but quicken all be- 
fore it. This Truth, thus manag d by 
us, will put ſtrange Life into our 
Thoughts, Words, Looks, Prayers, 
Praiſes, Thanks, Purpoſes, Comforts, 
and Chriſtian Practices; and by this we 
may be able to govern and moderate our 
Sorrows. . e 

4. Our crediting this Article wants not 
its cogent Reaſons, for it is evidently , 
what God himſelf has ſpoke ; and - ſhall 
he not perform it > Now God bath figni- 
fy'd this his Purpoſe about Chriſt's Reſur- 
region and Return in Typical Notices 
and Reſemblances, as in Iſaac, Joſeph, 
Jonas, &c. and by Prophecies, as Gen. 
lit. 15. Iſalas liii. 10. Pſalm xvi. 10. with 
AFs ii. 30, —3 2. and Pſalm ii. 7. with 
A, xiii. 33. And then, in promiſſory 
Aſſurances, compare Iſa. Iv. 3. with Acts 
xiti. 34. And credible Hiſtory aſſures us 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection. Now it was 
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. greatly evident; both to Friends and Ene- 


mies, that the Earthquake ſhook the Se pul- 
that the Angel removed the Stone, 
that the Body of Jeſus was taken from the 
Grave, when as the Grave-cloaths were 
yet left behind ; that the frighted Soldi- 
ers left the Sepulchre, and made moſt Pi- 


tiful Excuſes for themſelves. We are told 


that Chriſt appeared frequently, and to 
many, and prov d himſelf Alive to them 


after his Paſhon by manifold infallible 


Signs and Evidences, and was feen of 
them Forty Days, . Acts i. 3. Acts v. 32. 
and Acts xii. 30, 31. With what Abſur- 
dities doth the Apoſtle load the denial or 
diſcrediting of this Article > As, what has 
Religion to encourage and enforce it, 


if Chriſt be not riſen ? For then there is no 


Reſurrection for the reſt of Men,and fo the 


Dead in Chriſt are periſhed, the Apoſtles 
were falle Witneſſes, and their preaching 


was in vain, our Faith is vain,weare yet 
in our Sins, and thoſe that live to Chriſt 
are, here, moſt miſerable and forlorn, 
and all the Sufferings of Saints and Mar- 
tyrs are but the Sacrifices of deluded 
Fools. Tea, further, hath God atteſted 
Lies by Miracles, and by the Effuſions of 
his Bleſſed Spirit, and can ſuch a Fal- 


lacy bring ſuch Multitudes nnto ſuch 
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unimitable and unparallell'd Excellencies 
and Performances? But the Abſurdities 


„ || conſequent upon the denial of this Ar- 
e ticle are too groſs, and too many to be 
mention'd now. 

i- 

|| V. Inferences. 

, Inf. 1. How much is it in God's Pow- 
m er to befriend the Sons of Men ? He that 


hath rais'd up Jeſus Chriſt, can alſo raiſe us 
up by him, 2 Cor. iv. 14. What can ſtand 
before him, who is able to looſe the 


Bonds of Death? It's in vain to plead 
the Diffolution and Diſperſion of our 
NF Duſt if once Omnipotence undertake 
5 its Reſurrection. Who can diſpute or 
ao tint the Power of God, ſeeing this In- 


h ſtance and Monument thereof, Chriſt 
"Nl raiſed by his Father's Power, is fixt upon 
Record to ſhame or cure our Infidelity ? 
Eph. i. 19,.— 23. This Article gives us the 
10 juſt Meaſures of our Faith, and a ſtrong 
Argument to build and bear our Hope 
thereupon. Had Abraham liv'd to ſee 
ed his Lord ſo powerfully and triumphant- 
n raiſed up and glorify'd, what Won- 
e ders would his Faith have wrought, 
which did advance itſelf to ſuch an ex- 
| <mplary and awakening Pitch, un- 
Ie C 
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der ſuch infant Apprehenſions of but the 


Dawnings of this Victorious Day? Heb. 
xi. 17.— 19. e e cannot bs 


baffled nor obſtructed in its Enter prizes. 
If that once undertake the Exaltation of 
themeaneſt Perſon, it will appear and 


act above the Challenges and Strength of 


Deach, and of him who hath the Power 
thereof, We ſee Chriit brought as low 


as Earth and Hell could lay him: And 


yet tho” they had (lain him, and laid 
him in his Sepulchre, and kept him as 
cloſe in Priſon as humane Policy, Provi- 

dence, and Strength could do, however 
God releaſes him before their Faces, and 
againſt their Wills, and ſhames their 

Guards and Conſultations by the revi- 
ving of our Lord. Now we may plainly 

ſee where the Power of Life and Death, 

and where the Keys of Heaven and Hel}, 

are lodg'd. And may not this greatly in- 

vite and encourage usto covet and endea- 

vour an Intereſt in the Almighty God ? 

And only to be Solicitous about Pro- 

tection from him ? And to conclude, that 

no Thing nor Being can befriend us like 

himſelf? We ſee the Powers of Earth 

and Hell, like the Centurion's Servants, 
cannot do. any thing by Prerogative, 

but by God's Order or Permiſſion from 

” on 
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on High. Death ſows to Immortality; 
it cannot detain its Captives; and al] 
the Infirmities of Humane Nature are 
ended by its Fatal Stroke. The Seed is 
caſt into the Earth, not to remain and 


periſh there, bur to appear again with its 


determined Improvements 3 and as its Re- 
ſurrection ſhews God's provident Kind- 


neſs to our Animal Selves, ſo by the Re- 


ſurrection of our Lord God ſhews us 


to what Degrees of Favour he can exalt 


and entertain us. For if he enterprize 
our Good, all Adverſaries and Difficul- 
ties fall before him, and they will but 


aggravate. and illuſtrate the Kindneſſes 


and Bleſſing which he deſigns to ſhew 


and give. What Man can read without 


a Tranſport in his Spirit what the Apoſtle 
tells us in Rom. viii. 31,—39. All Diffi- 
culties and Enemies ſeem'd trivial to him, 
whilſt in his ſolemn Contemplations of 
what the great God had done, in raiſing 
Jeſus from the Dead. N 


Lf. II. How wiſely has God laid the 


Contrivance and the Deſigu of our Re- 


ducement to himſelf! How does that 


Wiſdom gloriouſly ſhew it ſelf, to the 


Conduct and Diſpoſal whereof we may 


ſafely truſt our ſelves, 1 Cor. i. 30. The 
Way of our Salvation was contriv'd and 
| E 3 gary d 
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carry'd on by him who worketh all things 
bet: the Councel of his own Will, Eph. 
i. 11. A Grain of Muſtard-ſeed is but 


ſmall, but yet tis quickly ripen d into a 
great and uſeful Tree, Mat. xiii. 31, 32. 
Great is the Myſtery 'of Godlineſs, and 
Great are the Articles of Chriſtian Do- 


Arine, which are as the Life and Soul of 
Godlineſs, Tis ſaid concerning Chriſt, 


that the bruiſed Reed he ſhould not 


break, and the ſmoking Flax he ſhould 


not quench, till he ſend forth Judgment 


unto Victory; as in 1/a. 42. 3. with Mat. 
12. 10. meaning thereby the Exquiſtte- 
neſs of Wiſdom in the prudent 


and proſperous Management of this great 


Affair, in ſaving us to the uttermoſt. 
The Deſi gn was deeply laid, and carry'd 


on with wonderful, but yet ſ{ucce(- 


ful Secrecy and Silence, that he might ſur- 
prize the World with the ſudden and 
powerful Subverſion of the Devil's Inte- 
reſt and Kingdom, and our full Reſcue 
from that Death, of which before the 
Devil had the Power. What more be- 
coming God ! What more expreſſive of 
his gracious Wiſdom, than that the Ser- 


pents Head be broken in and by that Na- 
ture which he once proſtituted to 75 


dun revolted and malignant Will! 
. little 
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little - thought when he had at- 
tempted Man's Deſtruction at the firſt 
with ſuch Succeſs, that ſo many Sons of 
Adam, as through his Subti'ty, were ba- 
niſh'd from Paradiſe, ſhoul4 reach a 
better State and Kingdom : Or that his 
deep and ſo ſucceſsful Project ſhould be 
thus utterly defeated. What! Muſt the 


great Goliah fall by ſuch a Stripling 


in Appearance ? Or maſt the roaring, 


raging Lion loſe his Prey by ſuch a 
Stratagem as this? A poor Lamb lain, 
and after ward enthron'd, and made the 


Inheritor of everlaſting. Praiſes! And 
muſt this Kingdom fall by the Advance- 
ment of a Stone rejected by the Builders? 
What! Muſt a Babe in Swadling-cloaths, 
lodg'd and us'd ſo meanly at its firſt En- 
trance into a captivated and diſordered 
World, train'ia up under ſuch ſevere 
afflictive Diſcipline, and entertain d and 
treated with Rage and Scorn deſtructive to 


his Life and Comforts here; muſt he I ſay 


become the Prodigy of ſucceſsful Coun- 
cels ; and in ſuch deep Deſigns, and by 
ſuch unlikely Methods in Humane View, 


ſupplant the Triumphs of this early 
Reach of Darkneſs? And yet we ſee a 


3 


Stone miraculouſly cut breaks all in pieces, 
and it ſelf abides for ever, D. ii. 44, 45 
e 4 8 
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The mighty God, who pitcht his Tent 
in frail and deſpicable Fleſh, and thus, 
behind the Vail, carried on his wiſe and 
deep Deſign by flow and ſecret Grap- 


lings with all the Slights and Fury of the 


enough for us that this great Wiſdom un- 
1252 our 3 Cure, Tis not the 


Serpent, hath now advanced his Tent 
to Heaven, and thence declares the 
comfortable Iſſues of what he undertook 
and underwent below. Satan had all 


Advantages on his fide, as far as Man 


could ſee, to ſtifle the firſt Motions of 


our Hopes and Help. The Reins of 


Power, the Reach of Policy, the 


Strength of Intereſt, and Acrimony of 


enraged Malice, were cloſely twiſted, 
ſmartly us d, and indefatigably followed 
ſo as that the Prince of Life even poured 
out his Soul in Tears and Blood, and by 
the Hands of Cruelty at laſt he was 
thrown amoneſt the Dead, that from his 
Croſs and Grave his Life and Glory might 
commence; and from the very Inwards 


of Deſtruction he might derive, and lay, 


and fix the ſtrong Foundations of his 
Eternal Victory and Triumphs. And if the 
Fruits and Blofſems, and the Roots of Sa- 
tan's Councels, when at the beſt, are 
cruſhed and blaſted fo effectually, it is 


reanneſs 


wo 
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meanneſs of our preſent State, nor the 
Duſt whereinto we are to be reſolved, 


nor the Grave wherein we are to be 


0 . 
A n produce againſt us, 
— us with, can keep us From! the 
Glories of this Reſurrection State, ſee- 
ing Divine Wiſdom is concern'd to 
bring us off ſo honourably as to * 
its Ege and Reward. / 

Inf. 
to doubt of a better World and State 


than this? Heb. ix. 15. bo Chriſt be 


preacht, and we believe that he aroſe 
from the Dead, why fhould we think 
or ſay that there is no Reſurrection 
of the Dead, 1 Cor. xv. 12. The Goſ- 
pel puts it beyond doubt that our 
Lord and Saviour jeſus Chriſt hath 
aboliſh'd Death, and bath brought 


F 


III. How hittle ſe have we 


Life and Immortality to Light, 2 Tim. 


i, 10. And by Chriſt's Reſurrection are 
we begotten to a lively Hope of an 
excellent Inheritance in a future World, 
1 Pet. i. 3,9. Tis plain by ſad Expe- 


rience that the delightful Element' of | 


Purity, Peace and Holineſs, is not be- 


low. Chriſt's Kingdom is not of this 


World, nor is hs Glory ſo. He had 


ol been An had fuch a oy 
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of Vanity, and Theatre of ſucceſſive 


aud Evil Things and Beings, as this 


| he went. 


tranſient and polluted World: been bet- 
ter than the Place and State to which 
By that Inheritance entail'd 
on him, God need not to be a- 
ſnam'd to be call'd his God, for ha» 
ving raisd him from the Dead, he 
ſet him at his own Right Hand in the 
heavenly Places, far above all Princi- 


pality, and Power, and Might, and Do- 


min ion, and every Name that is named, 
not only in this World, but alſo in 
chat which is to come, and hath put 
all things under his Feet, and gave him 
to be the Head over all things unto 
his Church, which is his Body, the ful- 
neſs of bim that filleth all in all, 
Eph. i. 20, — 23. And could all this be 
meerly or mainly with reference to this 
preſent World? The Vintage is above 
with Chriſt, The Kingdom is prepared 
for us, and not as yet in our Poſſeſſion. 
Chriſt, could not be abuſed and ſatisfy d 
with Dreams and Shadows: Nor cou'd 


his faithful tender Heart impoſe upon 


thoſe Souls for whom he dy'd and lives 
again. Tis plain and clear. that our 
exalted Head is call'd the Light of Hea- 
I TO ven, 
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den, Rev. xxi. 23. Our Life in Heaven, 
Col. iii. 3, 4. Our Hope from Heaven, 
Titus ii. 13. Phil. iii. 20. Our Plea for 
Heaven, Heb. ix. 15. Our Way to Heaven, 
john xiv. 6. And our Security and Head 
in Heaven. And ſurely, were there no 
ſuch State as that to come, the whole 
frame of our Chriſtianity would ſhake 
and fall, and all our Motives and encou- 
2ging Hopes to cheriſh Holineſs would 
be a Fundamental and moſt Abominable 
Cheat. Our Nature is exalted in our 
Head, to draw us after him to thoſe 
rewarding Joys which far exceed all 
preſent Apprehenſions and Reports. 
We are ſure Chriſt was far better able 
than our ſelves to tell which State was 
moſt defirable. He knew where All- 
ſufficiency would moſt pour out it ſelf 
upon himſelf and us, to overflow us 
with the moſt vigorous and refined 
Joys and Love. He knew where ful- 
neſs might be had, without any dan- 
gerous Gluts and Surfeits; and where 
Cod's Image, Preſence, and Favour, 
would be found moſt conſpicuous, inti- 
mate and powerful. And if Chriſt be poſ- 
leſs d hereof in Humane Nature, we 
were not deſign d, nor was Chriſt ſent 
to let us periſh' here. How can it be 
—Fwa 
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imagined that God ſhould be at ſuch 
vaſt Coſt for nothing > What Deſign 
could there be in ſending Chriſt to 
viſit us in our own Nature, to let hin 


feel his Nails and Spear, — to ſuffer 


him at laſt to be tranſmitted to the Duſt, 


and then releaſe him, and ſend him back 


Spirits in. 


Delight nor Gain to him 


to tell ſo many of another State, and 
in the view of Choſen Witneſſes to 
take him up to Heaven, were it not 
to aſſure us that our Eternal State 
ſha!l be with him elſewhere? He could 
not ſtand in need of ſenſual Pleaſures, 
Below he ſcornd em, in Heaven he 
js above them. He did not need our 
Fleſh and Nature to converſe with 
He did not drop our Na. 
ture, like the Prophet's * as be 
went up to Heaven, becauſe therein 
he lives for ever there. Nor could 
it be grateful to his Tender, Wiſe 
and Holy Heart and Nature, to put 
vs off with meer Deluſions. Tis no 


our Hopes and Thoughts. God did 
not raiſe him as a Spectre, nor work 
ſuch Miracles ſo great and many to 
prove Chriſt riſen from the Dead and 

glority'd, as Seals to Lies and Fall- 


agal 


to abuſe] ti 
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again, indeed to an Immortal State of 
Glory, was it to fit alone? Did Chriſt 
become our Kinſman, and dignify our 
Nature, that ſo our thereby raiſed 
Hopes and Expectations might turn 
to our Reproach and Loſs? If not, 
another State, much better than what 
we have at preſent, may be concluded 
near and certain. And if Religion, by 
Divine Order in all its Principles, 
Hopes and Exerciſes, be to depend 
upon this Article of Chriſt's and our 
Reſurrection from the Dead, ſurely 
whatever proves the one, muſt needs 
infer the other. For ſince our Lord is 


tais d and glorify d, and hath diſpatched 


Jſuch clear and rich Intelligence to us, 


that he is Inthron'd in Heaven, bath 
reaping and improving the Bleſſed 


fl Conſequences of his own Croſs and 


Glory, both for our Intereſt and Sa- 
tsfaction, and gives us all Aſſurances 
that he will fetch us to himſelf, 
tis beyond Doubt that greater things 
than what we hope for here may ſafely 
be depended on by us. 

If 1V. Then what are Death, the 
Grave and Hell, but vanquiſh'd and diſ- 


- armed Enemies? Rowe. vi. 9, 10, 23. 


Heb, ii. 14, 15. Oh how diſcouraging 


Was 
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was it to all Hopes and Holineſs, to 
ſee and feel the Devil rage ſo uncon- 
trouledly, to ſee Men die ſo faſt, and 
rot ſo much, and periſh under the ſen- 
fible Expreſſions and Effects of their great 

| Ruler's Indignation, to have no Hope in 
Death, but to be forced to entertain 
it, and receive it as their ſad Tranſmiſſi- 
on to the Captivity and Tortures of 
| the burning Pit! But when we ſee 
| 
| 
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the Sting of Death pluckt out by the 

clear Proſpe& and kind Aſſurances of 
| | a ſucceeding Life of Everlaſting Joys 
| purchaſed, poſſeſs'd and promiſed by 
| ſuch a Relative and Friend as Chriſt, and 
that when in all the Triumphs of his 
| 


— » 


Glory, to thoſe whoſe Hearts and Lives 
are now in Motion, and directed to- 
wards their reconciled God and Fa- 
ther in his indeared and exalted Son, 
we may be then convinced and per- 
fwaded that it is worth our while to 
be moſt ſerious Chriſtians, and chear- 
ful Servants to our God, ſeeing our 
Hopes and Confidences are revived ſ 
thus. For now both Death and Hel! 
are rather to be Deſpiſed and Iſulted 
by us, than to be Formidable to us. 
The Conqueſt of our Head over our 
greateſt Enemies inſinuates and ken 
| mo 
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moſt certain Victory to all his faithful 


Members too: And when our Ene- 
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mies Rage is evidently beyond their 


Strength, we may go on in this our 
Hope, and proſper. 
If. v. How pleaſant may it be to 
us to find our Nature, tho' once re- 
volted, yet ſo dear and welcome to 
its God? Chriſt in our Nature. is in 
Heaven, 
jeſty and Mercy remain no further in- 
acceſſible. We may behold our God and 
Live. Draw near to him even in the 
preſence of his Glory, and thence fear 
no Repulſes. We are not called to the 
Burning Mount, but to the New Je- 
ruſalem. Our Nature is in Heaven, and 
glorified in our Lord, to introduce our 
Perſons thither. But had God been 
implacably averſe to the Advancement 
of our Perſons, all this had not been 
done, to Dignify and Advance our 
Nature in our Sight. That Hand 
which rais d our Lord up from the 


Dead, and thus exalted him on high, 
in truſting him with the Key of Death 


and Hell, is a refreſhing and embolden- 
ing Explication of God's kind Heart 
towards us. For this aſſures us that 
God both is, and is reſolv d to be Pro- 
ery . > pitious 


and ſo the Throne of Ma- 


and do him good. 
the ſure Mercies of David, proclaims 


pitious to Man, and thereupon to make 
Chriſt exalted, as 


Forgiveneſs, and Recovery, and compleat 


| Happineſs. for ever; it being evident 


that our Tortures and Reproaches, if we 
belong to Chriſt, did not require the 
Exaltation of our Nature in another's 
Perſon, Ack, xiii. 34.—39. In Chriſt 


God carry'd Humane Nature through 


many Oppoſitions, Hazards and Diſ- 
couragements, to wonderful Reſt and 
Honour: And notwithſtanding all 
the Diſadvantages, Strokes and Ter- 


rours of Life and Death, God is 


reſolved that all ſhali be ſwallowed 
- 4 of Immortality and Victory at the 
— 5 

Inf: VI. How provident is God for 
us, in raiſing up his Son on our Be- 
half to mind our Intereſt in the Fu- 
ture State, Heb. vii. 25. Heb. iv. 
14.—16. Both Moſes and the Prophets 


did atteſt this comfortable Trath, that 


Chriſt ſhould riſe again to ſhew us 
Light, Ack, xxvi. 22, 23. And the 


Belief of this great Truth is made the 


reat Condition of our Salvation, 


om. x. 9,—13. And therefore all 
Diſcouragements ariſing from our inti- 
0 | 5 mately 
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mately bewailed Imperfections are here- 
by vanquiſhed, in that another, even 
the only One of God, is thus Capacitated 
and Deputed for the Accompliſnment 
of our Conduct and Acceptance. God 
bath laid Help on One that is Mighty, 
that our Deſpondencies might be pre- 
vented; and Chriſt exalted tmuſt be 
our All in All. Nothing can be per- 
ſormed or expected by us but through 
Chriſt, | 1 „ 

If VII. How great is the Pleaſure 
of our God in the reviving of Reli- 
gion in this World! Pſal. 130. 4. Fot 
y this Monument and Inſtance of his . 
mighty Power ir raifing Jeſus from 
the Dead, he hath ſhewed us what we 


. muſt again attempt to be, and gives us 


great Encburãgement to endeayour af- 
ter it, Phil. ii. 5,—1 1. As xxiv.14,—16: 
2 Cor. v. 14, 15. Heaven is not the Pe- 
riod, but the Perfection of Religion. 
There it hath reach'd its Zenith, and 
there tis fixt in its Meridian Glory. 
'Tis there that God has tlie full Eu- 
joyment of his own, and actually 
inherits the Services, Pfaiſes, Thanks 
and Adorations of his Well-educated 
Ones by Chriſt. Chriſt as God's faith- 
ful Servant having compleated all 
his Work and Truſt without the 
FF Vail, 


6 
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Vail, was rais'd again, to ſhew to all 


hat. it was not in vain to ſerve the 


Living God: And even within the 


Vail he lives to God ; and he will 
come again, and bring his Holy Ones 
with him from Heaven, and gather up 
his Saint> from hence with great 
Solemnity, to let all ſee the Beauties and 
Advantages of compleat De votedneſs 
to God. We hereby ſee that Holineſs 
is ſuch a Beam of Excellence, and ſuch a 
Tranſcript of Divinity upon the Heart 
and Frame of Man, as that it takes 
God's Heart exceedingly where- ever it 


18. For this Bleſſed Hope is entail' d 


upon and confin d to Holy walking, 
Titus ti. 12,—14. Let us then throw 


our Weapons by; and, being thus en- 


courag d with the Prodigal, return to 


God, AFr ii. 38. AGs. iii. 19. Tis one 
great Uſe which we muſt make of 


_ Chriſt's Reſurrection and Return, that 
as Chriſt was raiſed from the Dead 


our ur (raiſed) Lord. 


by the Glory of the Father, or (as it 
may be rendred by the Father of Glo- 


ry). {o alſo we ſhall walk in newneſs 


of Life. For we are to reckon 


our ſelves, by Obligation, dead to Sin, 
and alive: to. God, through Jeſus Chriſt 


1 
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Inf. VIII. How, greatly hath God 


hs aſſur'd us of all things needful for 
both as to this and to the other 


| World? Phil. iv. 6, 7, 19. Heb. iv. 14, 


—16. Heb. x. 19,—22. Rome. viii. 31, 
—35., We may now addreſs, our ſelves 
with Boldneſs. to the Throne of Grace. 
We need not fear Repulſes to us in cur 
Approaches and Requeſts to him, to 
ripen us for our Joyful Meetings with 
him, our raiſed and returning Lord 
from Heaven. All things are Ours, 
and we are Chriſts, and Chriſt is 
God's, 1 Cor. iii. 21,—23. Majeſty ſhall 
not now diſcourage. us, for Chriſt our 


Mediator 1s with God ; and God hath 


romiſed, and deſigns a ſolemn Meet- 
ing of both Head and Members in the 


om of his Glory with exceeding 


oy. From Chriſt our raiſed Head 
we ſhall derive Aſſiſtances for all that 
our Militant State requires: He will 


vindicate our Right to Heaven, and 


our livelieſt Hopes thereof. We ſhall 
have full deliverance through him from 


both the Sting and further Stroke and 
Victory of Death. We ſhall be all 


Life and Livelineſs when he returns; 


and all the intermediate Afflictions ſhall 


be attended with all fit Succours and 
TT : 11 Sup* 
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ports, and iſſued in à Glorious Reſcue 
trom all further Fears and Touches of 
them, 2 Cop. iv. 8-18, The Pride and 
Power of every Cheat and Snare is broken 


by the Aſurance, and will ha ve its End by 


the Appearance of a greater Glory. For 
now it's manifeſt that Holineſs is our 
Work and Intereſt , Sin is onr Snare and 
Burden, the World is our tedious and 
probationary Pilgrimage, and Heaven 
our Home and Reſt, Pil. iii. 20, 21. 
Satan is but a baffled Adverſary, and 
Chriſt our Lord has fixt his Foot up- 
on his Neck, never to let him riſe 
again. And it is no ſmall Addition 
to our Confidence and Joy that 
Chriſt our raiſed Friend muſt be our 
„ 85 . 

Inf. IX. How ſteady may the Con- 
ſolations of a Chriſtian be? Heb. vi. 18, 
20. Would God exalt bis Son for 


him to forget his Friends? The God 


and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is in him, our God and Fa her too: 


So as that his Throne in Haven, and 


need not ſtarve our 


his being revealed from Heaven. can 
never ſhame our Hopes, and th retore 

| Tok: John xx. 17. 
Like xxiv 52. The Sight ot Chriſt 


at God's Right Hand impreſt a Glory 


— 
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upon Stephens Countenance, whereby 
the cheartulneſs of his Heart appear d, 
and Chriſt's abetment of his Caule 
and Carriage, Acts vii. 55. Acts vi. 15. 
Chriſt is our Breaſt of . Conſolation, 
the Root of Life, the Baſis and Pil. 
lar of our Hope, whence he is cali'd 

our Bleſſed Hope, Titus ii. 13. Chriſt in 
F his raiſed State both ſhews his Wounds, 
and pleads his Merits for- the good of 


4g his Members. And he is there prepa- 
4 ring Manſions for the Eternal Ré ſi- 

dience of all his faithful Followers with 
A himſelf in Glory. Wing then your 
4 Hearts, and act as thoſe wo have the 
- richeſt Joys ſet in the cleareſt Views 
8 which Faith and Hope can have below, 
= and live aboye the Checks and the 
_ prevailing Influences of all viſible and 


" | ſenſible Diſcouragements from what 
i you can poſibly. fear or meet with 
4 whilſt in Fleſh, Chriſt's firſt Lifts were 
it at the railing of your Faith and Rope, 
: through the Reſurrection of your Lord, 
that ſo the Joys that were to ſpring 


an therefrom might be the Earneſt ot 
ore your approaching Vintage: But his next 


Lift will bear up all io Heaven, and 
11 x all there for ever, 1 Pet. i. 8. Our 

itle is ſure, in that our Head is ip the 
| RE 3 actual 
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actual Poſſeſſion of our entailed and ex- 
pected Heritage. It was a witty and empha- 
tical Ex preſſion of Tertullian de Reſur. C(arn. 
Cap. 51. Quemadmodum nobis arrhabonem 
reliquit, &c. As he has left us an Earneſt, 
(viz. his Spirit) ſo he bath taker from 
us the Berg of the' Fleſh, and tarried it 
into Heaven, as 4 Pledge that ſome time 
or other the whole ſhall be brought thither. 
May not our Hearts well then rejoice, 
and our Fleſſi reſt in Hope, and our 
inward Man renew its Strength from 
Day to Day, in hope of what they ſhall 
tain when Chriſt appears? Was not 
the Heart of our aſcending Lord infla- 
med with Love to his? And hath it loſt 
its Fervour by the Way? He was 
raiſed up, and went to Heaven to 
Miniſter within the Vail for us, whoſe! 
Throne and Preſence- there is a moſt | 
powerful Plea for us; 'whence we ate 
faid to have ſuch an High Prieſt, Heb.' 

viii, 1. And his Poſſeſſion and prero- 
gatives are” the Security and Treaſury 
of our Joys, And ſhall we thus diſ- 

gracefully; reflect upon our Head thus! 
| raiſed andexalted; and in ſuch near, 
and dear, and ſure Relations unto us, 

a8 10 "expoſe our Joys to the Reproach 
and Scorn of being languid and un- 

grounded? 
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grounded? Chriſt's Joys are high, but 
they are ours. His Truſt is great, but it is 
for us. His Kingdom is an everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom, but it will not pleaſe 


him to be always or long there, with- 
out the Preſence and Poſſeſſion of his 


acquired and compleated. Subjecte, 


For ſurely he who came from Heaven 
to dwell in, Fleſh and Die, that 
might purchaſe us to himſelf to 


be his peculiar Ones, will alſo come 


e er long from Heaven, even in his 
glorified Humane Nature, to perfect 


our Sal. ation, and ſo to take us 
with himſelf to Heaven. Greater 


Security cannot be had for our ap- 
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proaching Happineſs, nor better Pro- 


viſions. for our preſent Sati: faction 
and Support,. than what. thus iſſues 


returning Lord. 


From the Belief of both our raiſed and 


7 * EY . 


Several other Inferences might Have 


been drawn from this ſo pregnant Text, 


mentioned and confidered Truths to 


Three Sorts of Perſons. 1. To; Uncage 
verted Sinners. 2. To Cordial Serious 


Chriſtians. 3. To: Exerciſed Chriſtians 
in the Houſe of Mourning. .' ; 
bag F4 : 
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which L paſs by, and therefore now. I 
ſhall direct my Errand from the fore- 
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I. To Unconveried Sinners. 


This Text can bode n no Good to 


whilſt you abide either obſtinate Ene- 


mies, or wilful Strangers to ſerious e. 
e 2 Theſſ. i. 6.—9. Eph. ii. 


Conſolations of the Text Ind great and 


rich, and will be very grateful to jit' Re- 


cipients, who are capable of ſuch Anti- 


dotes and Supports as you are not yet 
receptive of. 
Eye that is either 'Blind or yery Sore ? 
What are Melodies or Sounds, thoy gl 
exquiſitely fine and grateful to the pre- 
pared Ear, to you whoſe Ears are Deaf 
or Heayy, 4%, xxviii. 25,27, Aﬀs 
xiii. 45, 46. When Prejudice blinds the 
Eye, and ſtops the Ear, when Hearts are 
obſtinately fixt upon their Idols, what 
Hope, what Help remains for ſuch ? They 
are alienated from the Life of ' God 
through Ignorance that is in them, he- 
cauſe of the Blindneſs of their Heart; 

and being paſt Feeling, they have given 


themſelves over to 'Laſciviouſnels, to 


work al]! Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs. 


Till theſe have put the old Man off, with 


all the Reliſhes and Converſation whete: 


with their dect Luſts are gy 
„VVV an 


'or what is Lig ht to the 
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and till they be renewed in the Spirit of 
their Mind, and have put on the new 
Man, which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, tis of 


no comfortable Conſequence to them 
what Cordials and Supports a Gracious 


God vquchſafes to ſerious, when afflicted, 


Chriſtians. If unconverted Souls part- 


with their near and dear Relations, ei- 


ther they are Perſons /ike themſelves in 
their Eftrangedneſs from God and Chriſt, 


15 or they are otherwiſe. If their deceas d 


Friends be of the Character and Kidney 
of the former Sort of Perſons, ( viz. ſuch 
as have no Heart for Chriſt, nor Inte- 


reſt in him, nor well-grounded ExpeQa- 


tions of good Things from him when he 
comes again ) all that can be ſaid is this, 
that they are got to Hell before them- 
ſelves; and that when they meet again 


it will be to upbraid, abhor, and curſe 


each other, and ſo to ſink together into 


that forſaken State, where neither Mercy, 


Hope, nor Help are to be found for ever. 


Methinks the Tombs and Hearſes of theſe 


forſaken Perſons are the moſt diſmal Spe- 
dacles on this fide of Eternity; and 
their Tomb-ſtones can deſerve no better 


Epitaph than this, Here les the Duſt ad 


Corps of thoſe Perſons whoſe Souls were 


* 
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bere, and are now more Abominable to all 3 5 
the Inhabitants of Heaven than here the 1 is 
Stenches of their rotting Carcaſes could be te vg 
Men. What can their Interviews do at 00 
the Left Hand of Chriſt, or in the Regions re 


of Eternal Horror, but awaken their 
Self- tormenting Conſciences to their own 
Perſonal and mutual Reproaches and Re- 
venges? For they will then remember, 


2 
OU | 
et 


eicher their groſs Neglect of mutual Du- i) 
ties ſo neceſſary to a better State of L 3 
Things and Beings, or with the greateſt i IN 
Keennels of Relentments afflick them- a 
ſelves for their reciprocal ſtrengthening wer. 


; 1 


of each other in their Sins. But if their 
deparied Friends and Relatives get ſafe 
to Heaven, what can thoſe wretched 
Miſcreants which they left behind them 
look for at their meeting next, but to be 
rejected and diſown'd wich their full Con» fl f 
ent. and Approbation. i 1 0 151 = 


u. * Cordial Chriltians,,. 


Let mot your Hearts be troubled, you Ip. 
have both glorious and comfortable Mer. 
Things in view z you have boch the. Fa- Jin its 
ther and the. Son to truſt. to; and when nd 


Goal ſends his Son, it is to fetch yoy. Na Wor! 
1 , | 


© im; where you and all your Chriſtian, 


bort, what then will the Experience do > 


Ne in Hope, and that Hope may have: as 
wa You loſe not one another when 


et all will follow. Conſider will, 


bing. It is what has been, is, and will 
x always known, till Time it ſelf be 
nown no more. All muſt die; it is the 
ommon Gate through which all are to 
5 Eiter into Heaven. The beſt and wiſeſt 
Men are but to act their Part upon the 
Sage of Time, and ſo withdraw, and 


n is; and if the Partners with you of 
four Faith, and Hope, and Holineſs, and 


be feicht down after them, in that it is 
determined for all to die. Therefore 
you cannot ſay that God forſakes you, 
or neglects you, becauſe your Chriſtian 


in its Strokes betwixt the Fleſn of Good 
and Bad ; no, nor of the Beſt and 
Worſt. The beſt Man may be carried 

7 off 
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riends ſhall meet together to rejoice eter - 
ally. If the Expect ation yields much Com- 


ou may mourn. at preſent, but it muſt 


ou part; and tho fome get the ſtart, 


.) That parting Work is no unuſual 


others follow them in their ſtated Cour- 


toy, drop down before you, you are to 


favourites are removed from you. Con- 
fer, (2.) Death makes no Difference 


q; 
1 


a= 1 4 
* 
— — — 
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burnt up with violent Fevers, and peſti 


dents of Humane Lite, which may no 
fatally affeck the choiceſt Worthies of the 


of Diſtrefſes, may here betide the Heirs 
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off by the ſevereſt Agonies and Torture you 
they may fall in Battel, waſte in Con 
ſumptions, be wrackt by Stranguryl: 
Stone and Gout, periſh by Flames, be 


liential Diſeaſes; what are thoſe Acci 


Living God, ſo as to fetch them hence 
by 2 Dark Dungeons, loathſon 
Priſons, howling Deſarts, hungry Bel 
lies, naked Backs, yea, and all Luxur 


Heaven. How many holy Widows, 
Orphans, and helpleſs. Perſons, has God 
made before this Day, by ordering Death] and 
to looſe the ſtricteſt Bonds of Friendſhip abi 
and Relation that ever here were known? G0 
So that ſuch Exerciſes are but a common on 
Lot, and are accordingly to be lamented. nd 
Conſider, (3.) That God has done more une 
for you, and hath left more with you, I and 
than he has taken from you. Was it nol De. 
Kindneſs to you to be acquainted by his ing 
Son with Immortality and Life reſerved} ane 
for you in the Heavens? Was it not great var 
that God has entitled you thereunto by h 
Covenant? And that he has imprinci- not 
pled you for Heaven by attempering you unt 
thereto 2 Was it no valuable Merey 1c chi 
you 
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es you that he ſnatcht and reſcu'd you from 
che Powers of Powers, and that he tran- 
Iſa ted you into the Kingdom of his Dear 
son? Can you account it mean that 

uin God has ſeaF'd you by his Spirit to the 
Adoption and Inheritance of Children, 
nei and that he has given you ſo much 
J Ground to hope, that you, and thoſe 
"EY whom you ſo value, are but parted for a 
while, to meet again in your Inheri- 
tance with the Saints in Light? And as to 
what is left with you, have you not yet 
© delightful Relatives and Chriſtian 
Friends abiding with you, under the Go- 
vernment and Conduct of the ſame Lord 
and Head with them? Do you not yet 
abide in the rich Paſtures of the oy | 

God ? Are you not in the Land of Viſi- 
on? Have you not many Plants of Pa- 
radiſe about you growing up hopefully 
under the Care of Gracious Providence, 
and the ripening hopefully by heavenly 
Dews for Glory? Have yon no remain- 
ing Benefit by your Remembrances of, 
and Reflections upon the Merciful Ad- 
vantages which you had by the Deceaſed 
whilſt continued with you? Have yon 
not all things left with you E 
unto Life and Godlineſs? Muſt theſe 
things therefore be forgotten? Or 995 
— Ty . "the 
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the Removal of your endeared Ones di 
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vert you from thoſe noble Soul- enriching 
Thoughts, which all your Diſcoveries 


and Experiences, from your great Lord 
and Friend in Heaven, would be con. 
tinually miniſtring unto > How can it be 
accounted for to God, that all your 
Chriſtian Benefits, Means, and Helps, 
ſhould be forgoiten, and not delightfully 
be conliler'd and improv'd, becauſe one 
Bleſſing is removed from you? And let 
it not be forgotten, (4.) That there is an 
approaching State and Day which will 
remove what lyes ſo heavily now upon 
your Hearts. You now lament her 
whom you ſhall ſee again, not labour- 
ing under ſuch Agonies of Soul, (which 
were once as Pangs of Travail to her, 
in order to a gratetul Birth, even a Chri 
formed in her) nor under ſuch Infirmi- 
ties of Body through which ſbe tediouſſy 
paſt to her now bemoaned Diſſolution ; 
mournful indeed to others, though not 
to her. We know not yet how her de- 
parted Soul is entertain d; but it is with 
the Lord, who bought and loves it, and 
does entertain it as his own. This Soul 
ſhall be embodied again, and brought 
to open View, enrobed with the Glorics 
of her raiſed State; and ſhe will come 
accompanied with many — 
0 
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of compleated Beauties, which will 
all appear more lovely and delightful in 
our Eyes than our moſt valued Relatives 


Proſpect of that bleſſed Sight and Meet- 
ing be as our Soveraign Cordial to pre- 
ferve us from unfit Dejectedneſs under 
our preſent Stroke and Loſs. How 
beautiful ſoever we may ſee her, with all 
the Monuments of Grace and Glory in 
let I that Day, yet he, that brings her and 
an the reſt with him, will appear Glorious 
il beyond them all, for he in them will 
on come to be gtorify'dand admir d, 2 Thefſ. 
TH i. 10, 12. And they all even then will not 
r: be ſo grateful to us, becauſe of their Relati- 
ch onto and Intimacy with xs, as becauſe of 
er, their then ſo accurate Reſemblance of 
their Lord. Conſider, (5.) That we muſt 


1. follow Chriſt, and her, and all God's bleſ- 


ly fed Saints, in the ſame Way to Glory, 
5 Jobn xii. 26. Heb. vi. 11, 12. As God by 
ot Chriſt hath made the ſame Proviſions for 
all that are determined to Glory, to make 
chem Partakers of the ſame Divine Na- 
dre, and to make them eſcape the Cor- 
| F ruption that is in the World through 


CY Luſt; ſo hath he given the ſame Directo- 


ry to us all, and hath conſigned to us the 


ſame Duties, through the Diſcharge 


- 
| whereof we are all ordered to paſs to 
; Glory. 


and Friends were ever here. Let then the 
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Glory, Slothful we muſt not be, though 
God need us not. Great is the Work that 


is upon our Hauds ; yet ſuch it is as eve- 


ry way becomes, mutt needs delight, and 
will ennoble and enlarge our Souls. 
Activity is their very Being, Order is their 
Beauty, and a free Vivacity is their Eaſe 
and Pleaſure. They have much to 
do with and for God; with and 
for others, and with and for themſelves. 
Every Faculty, Senſe and Member, has its 
fic and full Employment. We have many 
to contend with, and much to contend 
for, and Skill, Will and Diligence, will 
have their full Trial and Employment; 
yet all this Diligence muſt have its 
Principle and Conduct; and here comes 
in our Faith; this Faith, muſt credit 
what's reported, accept of what is offer d, 
and depend upon what is promis'd and 
engaged for by God and Chriſt. And 
then Reſolution is to take its Place, to fix 
the Soul for Motions and Acqueſts. For 
there are vigorous Duties, and ſmart Op- 
poſitions, virulent Enemies, multiplied 
Hindrances, and delayed Expettations, 
to be reckon d on; and as our Chriſtian 
Courſe is reſembled by a Warfare, ſo who 
knows not how neceſſary Conrage 
and Parpoſe are for the Field? Yet 
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Courage without Conduct may prove 
deſperate and prejudicial Madneſs, there- 
fore Knowledge muſt be the Eye of War. 
We mult be well acquainted with, and 
Skilful in all that relates unto this War, 
Epb. vi. 10, — i8. The Cauſe, the Enemy, 
the Weapons, our Call, our Place , our 
End, and our Incouragements, we ought 
to be no Strangers to. And when weare 
thus far furniſhed and fixed, our firſt and 
ſharpeſt Trial will and muſt be on our 
ſelves. What is Sluggiſh in us is to be 


awakened ; what is Impetuous and Diſ- 


orderly in us, namely, our Luſts and our 
prepoſterous Paſſions, muſt be ſuppreſt 
and mortify'd ; what's Coarſe aud Mean 
in us muſt be refin'd ; what's Timerous 


and Diſcouraging in us muſt be embol- 


dened ; and what's intemperate in' us, 
and apt to incroach upon the Rights of 
God, and Intereſts of Souls, and the De- 
ſigns of Chriſt for us, muſt be ſuddu'd ; 


and what the Fleſh it ſelf is loath to un- 
dergo muſt we be reconcil'd unto. This 


is that Temperance which muſt expreſs our 


Chriſtian Manhood, as to Self-govern- 


ment and Diſcipline, with Reference to 
our Glorious Victory and Triumphs, 


when the Lord returns with all his Holy 


Ones. But can this be a ſpeedy Work, 
0, 7 
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the Bufineſs of one Day: > It ought with 
Speed to be attempted, but with Indu- 
ſtry to be purſued to the laſt Breath and 
Step; for. there muſt be patient Acting, 
Su ering and Waiting, We cannot per- 
fe this alone; compleat Devotedneſs 
to God, and warm Addrefles to the 
Throne of Grace for Help are abſo- 
lately needful in this thing. This is 
our ſtated. Way, uh it was the Way of 
us) to be fixed, fruit- 

ful, growthful and ſucceſsful Chriſtians, 


and as under Sail to paſs from hence 
to Heaven, where Chriſt and all 


his; Holy Ones ſhall meet and be for 
ever. 


III. To LOT in the He of Kb 


ing. 


You have many thing to pauſe up- 


on. Death gives us lamentable Spec- 


tacles. Degenerate Nature will decay, 


and a revolted State cannot but fre- 


quently be broaching Tears. We live 


4 2 * Life, and are in manifold, and 
ſad reſpects Dead, whilſt we are yet 
Alive. ewe Mortals are not always 


joyful whilſt together, and we know 


N we are to park So that conſidering 


the 
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the Exerciſes and Infirmities - incident 
to us whiſt we are here, and the great 
Reluctances wherewith we leave each 


other, our Tears are never out of Sea- 


ſon. Yet are they under Law to 
God ; and God has graciouſly ſet us 
Bounds thereto, and given us merciful 
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Allays, whereby he has diſtinguiſn d 


us in Kindneſs from the Infidel and 


Pagan World, For we have that 


joyful Hope which they have not. 


Our Chriſtian State is every way 
friendly and helpful to us. We can 
now look beyond the Grave, and pleaſe 
our ſelves with what is to come. The 
Way into the Holieſt of all is now 
made open, our Warfare, Race and 
Way lye plain before us. What Helps, 


our Work and Conflicts call for, are 


with great Eaſe and Plenty to be had. 


Our Enemies are unmask d and diſarm'd.. 


Our Hindrances, Snares and Dangers - 


are fitly diſcover'd to us. The Throne 
of Grace we are free and welcome to; 
the Accommodations of God's. Houſe 
are plentiful and rich. Our Rods are 
wiſely, and with great Gentleneſs and 


Faithfulneſs laid upon us whenever God 


ſees them fit; they are as needful to us 


as our daily Bread. All is ours, and 
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We are and maſt be weaned from 
the Breaſt when that is dangerous or 
improper for us. Mortals muſt Die, 
but yet it is to Live again; and though 
Death ſtrike us down, yet it ſhall not 
reign for ever, becauſe not unto Con- 


demnation. Our Bodies when in the 


Duſt are not forgotten nor diſreſpected 


by their Lord, they ſhall be called for 


again, when theſe viſible Heavens ſhall 
be no more, to be inhabited by him 
that built them for himſelf, What ſhall 
we therefore Tay > Can Serious Chriſti- 
ans, priviledged and actuated with 
ſuch Excellent Principles, invigorated 


with ſuch refreſhing Influences, and 


attended with ſuch vaſt and rich Provi- 


fions to help them to poſſeſs their Souls 
in hope of ſeeing Chriſt and all his 


Purchaſed Ones with him; Chriſtians 
that have ſo many Emblems, and Re- 
membrances of this approaching State 


and Day; can ſuch, I ſay, ſo much dif- 
grace their State, as Candidates tor all 
the Glories of Chriſt's Day, as to fink 


and be dejected, becauſe a Mortal is re- 
moved from them for a time? 


But 


a 
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But let me now addreſs my {elf to 


you whoſe Wound is deep and green, 
through the Late Hand of God upon 


ou. I am not inſenſible of this Re- 
uke, as having felt the like my ſel!. 


Sympathy is an eaſie thing with me. 


The meer Command of Gad ought to 


be prevalent with me; but I can put 


my Soul in your Soul's ſtead, and ſo, 
Weep with them that Weep, and 
Mourn with them that Mourn. He 
that hath loſt one Gracious Wife, may 
loſe another, and ſo may think it fit 
to rejoice with Trembling, Tis a 


great ſhake to preſent Joy in a Con- 


jugal Relation, to think that it is but 
the Joy of Mortals: And all ſuch Joys 
may poſſibly end in ſpeedy Tears. 
You are not the Firſt by Many that 
hath felt this ſmarting Stroke; nor is 
it likely that you ſhould be the Laſt by 
Multitudes. It was in kindneſs to you 
that Cod had made her ſo Gracious 
both before, and when, and whilſt ſne 


was fixed in that near and dear Re- 
lation unto you. All Meng Wives 


come not ſo folly up yatg the: Cha» 
raters which Solomon gives of the Vir- 
tuous Woman, and truly Amiable Wife, 
Prop. xxxi. 10, —29. But, (1.) She is 
e 8 2 tranſ⸗ 
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. hence, and ſent whither 
we all muſt go ſooner or later. Her 


| Fleſh and Body, the Cabinet of a Preci- 


ous Jewel Ges? is laid down in the Duſt, 


thence to be call'd by the Powerful 
Summons of the laſt Trump. Her Spi. 


rit is gone to its immediate Original 


and Parent, even to him who gave 
it, and endued it with Natural and 
Moral Powers to ſerve and glorifie its 
God. Thither it is return d to its de- 
fired Reſt and ſweet Repoſe in Abra- 
ham's Boſom, the fixt Repoſitory of 
Holy Souls (z.) She is gone whither 
ſome of us may quickly go. It is 
not in the Power of Man to detain 
his Breath when God demands it from 
him. (3.) She went hence full of 
Days. She laid her Tabernacle down, 
as an aged Saint, to reap the Fruit of her 
well-ſpent Life, and her great Pains 
and Patience, whilſt her diffolved Bo- 
dy is committed to her great Ma- 
ſter's Care. (4.) She is gone to come 
again, when | Chriſt ' returns with all 


his Glorious Retinue. Yer, (5.) She 


bath left behind her what may raiſe 
and juſtifie our Hopes of ber Reſur 


tion unto Life Eternal; and what de- 


ſeryes our Imitation, of which more 
anon. 
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anon.  (6.) At her Return ſhe will 


affect you, as you, ſhall then be found 


towards God, and Chriſt, and Heaven. 


C.) You, by her Diſſolution,” may 


- underſtand and fee the utmoſt reach 


of things below; how far all Riches, 


Honours, Pleaſures, and Creature- Com- 


forts, here can go 5 and where they and 
we are to part, namely, at Death, and 
in the Grave. What has ſhe carried 


with her departed, Soul but. her Spi- 


ritual Endowments? (8.) The' things 
which you have (cen in her by being 
yours, you muſt e er Jong account for 
in her Sight and Hearing. (9.) We 


have much to think upon in her, 


though ſhe be, gone. What we have 
ſeen exemplify d in her Frame and 
Carriage, expreſſive of God's Intereſt 
in her, and of her Confidence in, 
bim, are now worthy of your ſerious 
Thoughts and Pauſes, The Exerciſes, 
Changes, and laſt Reſults of Humaye 
Life, and its great difference from what 
ſhall be hereafter, deſerve your cloſe. 
and frequent Contemplations. (15.0). 
You muſt be ſerious and induſtrious in 
Preparation Work for ſuch a Change as 
ſhe hath undergone. They that would 


Die like her, with equal Safety and 
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Compoſedneſs to what ſhe had in her 
laſt Minutes, muſt follow her in Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Patience, Diligence and 
Hope. (11) You muſt remember to 
whom you yet abide related, even to 

- Mortals, who know not yet whoſe 
turn it is to be next to depart and die. 
For you have more Relations yet to 
leave bchind you if you diez or to 
reſign when God demands them. 

(iz) This Hope of which my Text 
informs you Wil render Death no 

dangerous Surprize to you, Ready 
for W and then for a!l tat fol- 
lows. | 
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1 hd now take the Eiberty © to lay 
before you, ſometbing with reſpect unt 
the 7 deceaſed Mrs. Grace Lox, the 
hte Wie of the Kevinnd! Mr. Sanmucl 
Cox, yet ſurviving through God's in- 
dulgent Providence, both to his Re- 
latiyßes and Friends, to thoſe committed 
to bis Truſt, and to the Church of 
God in his Day. Much 1 could ſpeak 
from my own Experience, as having 
had above Forty Years Acquaintance 
with her, in all which time I never 
knew or heard any thing unbecoming 
ber. Quinta Character and Profeſſion; +: 
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but from the credible Information of 
thofe who knew her better than I 
did, and whoſe Advantages, through 
near Relation, Cohabftation, and more 
conſtant Converſation, were greater to 
Miniſter to ſatisfatory Obſervation than 
mine could be, I have yet more to ſay 
concerning her. It was the Expreflion 
of a Noble Pagan, _ Horace, 2 r 


Proavot, &. que non fecimns ipff 


ea noſtra voco. The Paſſage is are 

ble of a Noble Senfe ; Br if ko pr 
our Anceſtors were and "did, were all 
we had to truſt to, their Excellencies 


and the Memorials of them, would be 


but our Reproach and Shame, But 
from a better Pen than his we are 
given to underſtand, that Chriſtian Ex- 
cellence tranſmitted from Age to 
Age, in the ſame Line, adds greatly to 
the Reputation of it in publick View, 
and [more deſerves a "Ori Remark, 
2 Du. i. 5. Accordingly I ſhall now en- 
deavour to repreſent ta you what was. 
conſiderable in our forementioned lately 
deceaſed Friend, Who was ſo great 2, 
Mercy to her endeared and indcaring 

Conſort, her hopeful Off-ſpring, and 
the Age d Phe wherein ſhe rs. 
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. Þ As to her Extraction, it was 


very reputable with the beſt and 
greateſt. round about her. She was 


eſcended from a good Family, being 


deft 
the Daughter of Mr. Thowas Barker of 


Ott, in the County of Fork, Gentle- 
man. Her Father was Educated with 


Sir Thomas, afterwards Lord Fairfax. 
Hereby ſhe had many and great Ad- 
vantages for the earlieſt and beſt Im- 
provements and Accompliſhments of 
her ſelf for all thoſe Stations and Re- 
2 wherein Providence after placed 

WW...) IP nr ns 
F. II. Her Education was anſwera- 


ble to her Birth, for ſhe was conver- 


ſant with Families of Eminent Quality 
and true Worth. Hereby her natural 


Parts and Qualities were greatly cultiva- 


ted and conſpicuous ; and yet ſhe baniſh'd 
Self-conceitedneſs' from her Thoughts. 
F. III. She was very Charitable to 
the Poor. She anſwered the Prophet's 
Words, in practiſing and deviſing libe- 


ral things, and by ſuch liberal things 


ſhe ſtood. Many did ſhe relieve with 


Food, Phyſick, Raiment, Money, and 
Books helpful to their Souls, and this 


both ſtatedly and occaſionally. | 


i z g. IV, 


- 
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F. IV. But whilſt ſhe minded o- 
| thers, ſhe neglected not her own Spiritu- 
| | al Concern, Good Books ſhe fre- 
quently converſed with, and that to 
k the greateſt Purpoſes "of Reading; 
; for to be wiſe and good was what 
| | the aimed at, She was a great Rea-. 
' der of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and of 
. the Lives of the moſt Eminent Perſons, 
to the great Benefit of her ſelf and 
f other s. : 
. g. v. the kept and cheriſhed 2 
| | tender Conſcience, and ever was Sol- 
licitous to follow on to know the 
Lord, and was ever fearful of being 
drawn aſide by Errours, and of build- 
4 ing her Faithand Hope upon a wrong 
| | Foundation, as being very mindful of 
| 


that Sacred Caution upon Record, vis. 
Beware leſt ze elſo, being led away with 
the Error of the Mi cked. fall from your 
ö own Steadfaſtneſs: But grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of our Lord. 
end Saviour Jeſus ch, 2 Pet. iii. 17, 
186. 
F. VI. She was no Stranger to ſe- Y 
vere Conflicts with Temptations; and 1 


through great Sul! picions of her o [ 
Sincerity," ſhe walk'dXdejettedly andere ti, tire [4 
preſſing. Daubts ul Fears; though | 
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without Ground, as thoſe concluded 
who knew her beſt. But yet the Ago- 


nies and Strivings of her .Soul, in all 
fit Ways and Methods for Divine Help 
and Succour, are not eaſily to be ex- 


preſt ; but her Difficulties. and the Suſ- 
| Pitions of her ſelf, quicken'd her juſt 
| Reſpeds to all the Commands of 
God. For ſhe inwardly affected them, 
and laboured hard to walk obedient 
thereto. Her Pen hath left good 
Evidence hereof, and her Conſcience 
gives its comfortable Teſtimony hereunto 
vpon her dying Bec. 
F. VII. Her Family and Secret Du- 
ties ſhe obſery'd with great Exactneſs. 
She kept her Courſes every Day for 
her Devotions, by her ſelf, with her 
Husband, and with her Family, She 


read in ſecret, and pray'd and kept her 


ſelf to ſcrious Meditation. 

F. 8. - Self-watchfulneſs and Diſci- 
pline ſhe was ſeverely faithful to, and 
laid in her Proviſions accordingly 5 
— her in ward Man was uniform- 

growthful. She kept her Paſſions 
PA much under Rule, as to be Credita- 
ceful, to her pro- 
d as a fit Expedient 


ple, and not Dil 
feſſed Religion; 


for this, ſhe drew 1885 ſeveral — 
an 
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and Motives (and that in Verſe ) as 
helpful to her Mind and Memory to keep 
them in their becoming Uſefulneſs, here- 
by ſhe kept a conſtant Guard upon her 


ſelf to great Advantage. Impertinent and 
vain Thoughts were her great Burden and 


Complaint, as appears from a Copy of 
Verſes drawn up by her felf bearing this 
Title. Dpon conſidering my wretched 
Heart antl vin Imaginations, wherein ſhe 
bitterly bewails their Incurſions, and 
ſeeks to Heaven for Help, and not in vain. 

F. IX. She diligently read the Sacred 
$ctipture, and thence penn'd down the 
choiceſt Paſſages and Texts for her Soul- 
enrichment and Security. The like ſhe 
did from other Books of practical Divi- 
nity, and ſeconded what ſhe noted thence 
with ſuitable Prayers to God, which are 
left written with her own Hand in her 
Diary. Hence being thus furniſhed, ſhe 


gave to every Day of the Week its Pro- 


per Head for Meditation, viz. the Firſt 
Day, the Reſurrection, with all thoſe Bleſſed 


Advantages which Believers might de- 
rive therefrom. The Second Day, the 


Fall of the FifftParents,with all our Miſe- 
ries reſulting thence. The Third Day, God's 
Gracious Promiſes through Chriſt to all re- 
penting and n Ro 99. 
N | ath, 
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Dieath, Judgment and Eternity. Fifth 
Day, Heaven's Happineſs and Hell's Ter- 
rors. Sixth Day, the Sufferingsof Chriſt, 
The ſeventh Day, the gracious Workings 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Hearts of al 
believing, Chriſtians. By ſuch Courſes 
ſhe kept up a mighty Fear of ſinning a- 
gainſt God in any kind ; nor did ſhe wil- 
lingly omit any part of her Duty to God 
or Man; and ſhe faithfully urg'd all 
hers to do the ſame ; and to let no earth- 
ly Advantages prevail with them ( as 
they did not with her ) to countenance or 
comply with any thing which would be 
Offenſive to God. 
F. X. She lov'd ſome Preparation for 
the Lord's-day ; ſhe therefore eſpecial - 
ly watcht againſt what might be unſuita- 
ble to what the Sanctification of that Day 
requir'd ; and therefore ſpent ſome Time 
and Pains to be in Readineſs for it in its 
forcgoing Evening Approaches 
F. XI. In thoſe Relations wherein Di- 
vine Providence had plac'd her ſhe was 
therein found eminently faithful. She 
neglected not the loweſt in the Family z 
but when her Strength would ſuffer it, 
ſhe took Pains to inſtruct her Servants, 
( her Maids, of which ſhe had many ) 
in the Ways of God, examining * a- 
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bout the Sermons they had heard, and in 
their Catechiſms on Lord s- days. She truly 
may be reckon d amongſt the beſt of 


Wives and Mothers. Her Children may 
juſtly riſe up and call her Bleſſed; her 
Husband alſo, and give her Praiſe. She 
bore her Childrens Souls upon her Heart, 
travelling in B-rch with them till ſhe ſaw 
(as ſhe hoped ) Chriſt forined in them. 
Her Husband found her a Mect-help'in- 
deed, both as toTemporals and Spirituals; 
and there was a great Harmony of Af- 
ſections betwixt them. His Heart did 


with the greateſt Reaſon, Eaſineſs, and 


Safety, confide in her. She ſet her 
ſelf innumerable Ways (as he hath af- 
ſured me ) to ſtrengthen his Hands an 
chear his Heart in and under the Variety 
and Greatneſs of his Work and'Labours ; 
ſo wonderfully Tender was ſhe, and Stu- 
dious of his Eaſe and Comfort. She na- 
turally had an induſtrious, active, un- 
wearied Soul; ever at work for God and 
Man, and that with all her Might and 
and Power, and oft beyond it. What 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks concerning the Ro- 
mant, (Chap. xv. 14.) Being fill d with 


| Goodneſs, Knowledge and Ability to ad- 


woniſh one another, may in ſome Meaſure 
es dd ons 
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ed her ſelf towards her much valued Se. 


cond-ſelf with ſuch Agreeableneſs, there- 
by ſhewed her (elf fit to be reckon'd a- 


mongſt the beſt of Boſom- friends and 


Soul-helpers.that perhaps ever Husband 
had in that Relation, and in ſuch Con- 
cerns. as his. Their autual, faithful 
 Watchfulneſs was to their mutual Satiſ- 
faFfion. She well knew the great Im- 
portance of conſtant, holy Diligence and 
Improvement, both to ſecure and aſcer- 

tain their Salvation. She was his kind, 
pars: and faithful Monitor, to prompt 
him to his dutiful Progreſs in his Way to 
Heaven. She was a Comforter indeed to 
him, turning his Mournfulneſs into 
Chearfulneſs, notwithſtanding he many 
Cauſes of his numberleſs Diſtreſſes She 
was very free in, and full of proſitable 
Converſe with him, and he was the like 

with her. Her Mouth ſpake Wiſdom, and 
ber Tongue talkt of Judgment, and hea- 
venly Converſation was their Joint De- 
light. And what more likely Way to 
keep up Chriſtian and Conjugal Affecti- 
ons in their Purity and Power ? The 
Thoughts of God and Chriſt were very 
Precious to her; and in the very 1 5 
watches, when her Sleep departed from 
her, ſhe could fay, When I awake Tn 
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ſtill with thee. And if ſhe found her Ze- 5 


4 on the Goodneſs of God; thereby en- 
Fl deavouring to provoke Two Hearts at 
i once to Thankſulneſs to God for his ſpe- 
ai dal Care and Providence towards her 
fa ſelf and him When her Husband's 
1 Miniſteriai Work was coſtly, and the Ha- f 
4 zards of it great and many, ſhe was ſo far | 
r- | from ang Peter's Part in adviſing him 
4 to ſpare ? imſelf, as that ſhe appeared 
pt greatly reconciled to his Croſs, and en- 
to | couragd him rather to bear his Trials 
to than to negle& his Miniſterial Work. 
to | Well briefly, tis not eaſie to ſay how 
ny Excellent an Helper God made her to 
ze him, from whom he has lately taken her, 
ble in all the Parts of Chriſtian Life, and in 
ike his Miniſterial Courſe and Work, for ſhe 
ind was prompt and able ſtill to be helpful to 
ea- him as the Matter might require. 
De- | _ . XII. She was no indulger of her 
to ſelf in Senſv::1 Pleaſures of any Sort. She 
gi crucify d the Fleſh with its Affections and 
The | Euſts. Her Abſtinence as to her Diet. was 
ery ſeverely great, through fear of pamper- 
bi- ing her Fleſh too much. But yet as 
5 to the Body we muſt ſay, that though we 
an | ſtarve an Enemy, a Servant muſt not be 


cond- ſelf awake alſo, ſhe entertain'd him 
with her many Excellent Meditations up- 


neglected. She was ſparing in her Ap- 
110 i parel, 
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parel, and even grudg'd her ſelf what 
was but meet and convenient · hat Way. 
She neglected many Gratifications of 
Senſe and other Self-accommodations, 
lawful in general, and regarded by o- 
thers much inferiour to her (elf, 


$. XIII. She never reliſht unprofitable 


or vain Converſation or "Perſons, but 
had a hearty Love tor, and took great 
Pleaſure in the Society of ſuch as feared 


God, and aim'd at Heaven and Heavenli- 
neſs, though of different Characters and 


Perſwaſions as to Forms and Modes of 
Worſhip, Her Zeal was truly and 


throughly Chriſtian. And that which 
took moſt with her, and what lay neareſt 


to her Heart, was what related to God's 


Glory, and to the Eſtabliſhment and pro- 


moting of the true and full Intereſt of 
that Religion which Chriſt brought into 
the World, (the Love of God and 
Man, Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, and faithful ſerving 
Chriſt herein ) and that which God and 
Chriſt have evidently proclaim'd their 
Acceptance of; theſe were the Teſts and 
Characters by which ſhe form'd the Mea- 
fares both of her ſelf and others. She 
reſted not in Forms and Shews, nor in the 
outſide of Religion, without the Power 


of it. | She was abundant in provoking 
others 
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others to Love, and to good Works, as 


t greatly coveting to promote the King- 
a dom of Ci:riit, and Good of Souls. She 
t | off complained of others neglecting to 
„ provoke and quicken her Proficiency - 


- in Holineſs and Uſefulneſs.” She could 
not bear with Patience the unprofitable 


e | Converiation of Profeſſors, eſpecially of 
it Miniſters, whoſe impertinent and unpro- 
it fitable Talk was ever more ungrateful to 
d her. As ſhe had an happy Way of ex- 
i- pireſſing her ſelf by her Pen, ſo ſhe im- 
d prov'd much Time in writing many Ex- 
f cellent Letters to many Boſom Friends 
d and Relatives, thereby endea vouring to 
h adviſe and counſel, refreſh and encou- 


trage their afflicted Souls in the Ways of 
E God, under their ſore Exerciſes from the 
o- | Almighty's Hand; as alſo to congratu- 
of late them upon the account of received 
to | Mercies, and ſo quicken them to due 
id Praiſes, and greater holy Fruitfulneſs, 
in when God had dealt more graciouſly 
Ng with the. | POT 
ad F. XIV. She was a Perſon very up- 
eir | right in all manner of Converſation ; 
nd afraid to diſſemble either with God or 
a- Man. She ſtrove to walk in greateſt Sin- 
he cerity, and no predominant Guile was in 
ne || her Spirit, ſo far as any could diſcern. 
er She was a happy Stranger to W 
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neſs and Ambition; of a very Self: deny- 
ing Spirit and Practice; not minding 
high things, condeſcend ing to thoſe of 


low Eſtate, and forward to preferothers 
before her ſelf as to Praiſe or Place, Her 


Temper was Meek, Patient, Peaceable, 


Forgiving. The Spirit of God and holy 


Love greatly poſſeſs d and govern'd her. 
She was full of great Thankfulneſs to 


God, abundant in praiſing him, and al- 


Ways ; ready to magnifie his Goodneſs to 


her ſelf, her Husband, Children and 


Family. She was full of Pantings and 


Breathings after God, and kept before 
her in her own Hand. writing thoſe Sa- 
cred Texts which to the Life might moſt 

expreſs her hearty Thirſting and Longing 
after God. Alſo for the Feeding of her 
Faith and Hope, and for the encouraging 
of her Heart in the Lord, ſhe ſet before 
her, in her own Hand-writing, choice 


Promiſes of various Sorts. 
F. XV. In her later Years, when 


Weakneſs cf Body grew upon her, ſhe 
would bitterly bewail it as her afflidin 
H indrance in the Ways of God. G 
was indeed greatly ey d and acknowledg d 


by her, both under Weakneſſes, and in- 
all her Ways: And in Matters of great 
Moment ihe would call in the Help of |þ 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral Miniſters in ſolemn ſeeking of God 
for needful Conduct and Support in what 
related to her ſelf and Family. 
F. XVI. She bore the Rebukes of 
Providence with exemplary Submiſſion and 
Chearfulneſs, and encouraged all hers to do 
ſo too, thankfully mentioning remaining 
Mercies. So great was her Proficiency 
in Religion, as that her Love to God, her 
Meditations of him, and her oyful Hope 
of Chriſt's Appearance, had at fome 
Times (o exalted her, as to make her once 
and again (ſolemnly to profeſs to her dear- 
eſt Relative, that ſhe ſcarcely felt any Af- 
fections left for him, or his, becauſe of her 
Delights in Proſpect, z 
A few Months before her laſt Sickneſs 
ſhe frequently minded thoſe about her of 
her expected Change, which ſhe thought 
would be ſudden, and which ſhe greatly | 
longed for, and her Deſires to depart - _ 
grew in her as her Weakneſs preſs d upon 
her; whereupon ſhe haſtened her Pre- 
parations for her Removal hence, and to 
clear her Title to Eternal Reſt, and as we 
hope effectually. In this her Streight 
and Work ſhe was very Solicitous to q 
have God preſent with her; and being 1 
| minded of that. Promiſe in Heb. 13. 5. | 
ſhe ſeemed Eaſie in her Spirit, and quick- 1 
une „ 1 1 
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ly ſpake of praiſing God, blaming all 
Defecti veneſs therein. She preſsd her 


Mournful Relatives about her to conſi- 
der that Advice and Charge, Mait on the 


Lord, and be of good Courage, and he ſhall 


ſtrengt hen your Hearts, Pſal. 31. 14. 

F. XVII. She kept an exact Diary 
induſtriouſly conceal'd till fince herDeath. 
In this Diary is a very lively Deſcripti- 
on of her Soul's earneſt and conſtant Pur- 
ſuit after God, holy Conformity to him, 
and Communion with him, wherein 
ſhe appears ſometimes even overwhelmed 
with Fears, becauſe of Infirmities and 
Self- ſuſpicions, under which ſhe laboured. 
Therein ſhe makes many Complaints 
how intolerable a Burden Sin was ever to 


| her Soul; even far greater than all the af- 


flicting Infirmities of her own weak Body, 
with all other Sufferings that attended 


it. She ſet down the Workings of her 


Heart both in Affliction and Proſperi- 
ty, together with ſome of the great Pains 
{he took with it to get and keep it in a 
right Frame, In this Diary alſo are ob- 
ſerv'd the Ebbings and Flowings of her 


ſpiritual Frame, and what difference 


ſhe could find from time to time in the 


Strength or Weakneſs of the Graces of 


the Holy Spirit in her; and in her ſe* 
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ſerious Reviews of her (elf ſhe took all 


theſe things into comparative Thoughts. 
She has in ſeveral Places of this Book re- 
marked God's gieat Mercy to her in 
his ſometimes giving in, upon ftri& 


Searches, ſome good Evidences of her 


Sincerity towards God, and. how ſhe 
was wont to impove the ſaid Evidences 


with earneſt, humble Supplications to 


God, that he would make good to her ſe- 
veral more particular Promiſes, which 
ſhe would ex preſly Name, with the 
Texts, and pl-ad them as belonging to 
her, becauſe freely made by him to the 
ſaid Qualifications, or inwrought graci- 


ons Habits then felt by her. 


That ſhe might not endanger or de- 


ceive her ſelf by Preſumption, ſhe uſed 
to try and meaſure her ſelf by the beſt 
and holieſt Inſtances of God's Servants, 


as well as by his Word. | 
By very frequent Renewals of her Co- 


venant with God, ſhe endeavoured to 


engage her Soul more firmly to him, and 
to ſecure it from the Danger of Tempta- 


tions. 


She faithfully recorded the moſt Emi- 


nent Diſpenſation of God's Providence 


towards her, whether in Smiles er 


Frowas 3 and ſhe ſpake frequently of 
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them in a very profitable Manner to o- 
thers, together with the Spiritual Advan- 
tages which her own Soul was intimately 
concerned, and daily ſtrove to reap there- 


from. 

The Signal Mercies and Deliverances 
from Dangers of many kinds are record- 
ed with Care by her in order to her 
grateful Expreſſions of the aggravating 
Circumſtances of Divine Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion towards her and hers. And 


after the Inſtances follows the Account 


which ſhe kept, and the Obſervations 
which ſhe made of her Returns to the 
Lord for ſuch his Favours, together with 


moſt earneſt Petitions, great Praiſes, and 


thankful Ackno wledgements from her ſelf, 


as alſo earneſt Requeſts for Divine Help, 
that ſhe and hers might render to the 


Lord according to Benefits receiv d. And 


here one Specinen cccurrs of the Method 


which ſhe took in this Affair. 

God having given them Two great 
Deliverances cloſe together, the one 
on the 7th, and the other on the 8th of 
May, 1698. the Firſt, in preſerving her 
Second-ſelf not only from Death, but 
from any conſiderable Hurt in a Stage- 
coach, when by its Oy:rturning by the 


Galloping of its Six Horſes he fell un- 


dermoſt of oi Perſons, the Latter, in 
| | _— 
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from a dreadful Fire in the Night, which 
conſumed Four Tenements almoſt cloſe 
to their Out- houſes and Wood; ſhe re- 
cords the ſame ſo accurately, with per- 
tinent Remarks on the obſervable Parti- 

cularities attending it, as that ſhe fill'd good 


part of Four Lea ves in her Account there- 


of. She begins her Narrative thus. 
Mercy and rr r followed me 
| all my Days; and though the Lord hath 
been pleaſed ( for wiſe Ends beſt known 
to himſelf) to Aflick and Rebuke me in va- 
riows Methods, yet it has been in much 
Gentleneſs, and far leſs than mine Tniqui- 
ties deſerve ; and though at preſent I am 
under a dark and moſt affliting Diſpenſati- 
on, yet I would not overlook the Infinite 
Goodneſs of God in theſe Two following very 
remarkable Providences which I deſire never 


to forget, but with a thankful Heart and 


fruitful Life conſtantly to celebrate the 
| Praiſes of that Gracious God who has very 
eminently appeared for ws. | ; 

Here ſhe ſets down the Two Merciful De- 
liverances with very thankful Amplifica- 


tions of what might ſhew and recommend 


the Divine Goodneſs to us therein ; and 


then ſhe adds, among other things, theſe 
Lines, Now what ſhall I render to the Lord 


for 
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| for all bis Goodneſs and gracions A ppear- 
ings for us at theſe times ! We deſire to ace 


knowledge him with aThank-affering of Boun- 


ty more than ordinary to theſe poor Sufferers 
whoſe Houſes have been burnt ;, and alſo to 
praiſe him as long as we live. And O that we 

could rightly praiſe him; and that our Soul 
and all that is within us might bleſs his 
Holy Nawe ! For his Mercy endureth for 
ever. And then ſhe cloſeth all with ſome 
pertinent Verſes, which ſhe made here- 


upon, full of the Praiſes of God, and of 


agreeable Breathings after him. 
She expreſſes much holy Fear in her 


pm the afflictive Providences which 


efel her ſelf, her Husband, and her 
Children ; and ſhe generally ſuſpected her 
ſelf as the Procurer of them. It is obſer- 


ved that ſhe has ſet down theſe rebuking 


Strokes immediately one after another, 
though ſome of them were widely diſtant 
in their Time from others; and that ſhe 
ſeverely remarkt the Temper of her Soul 
under them, and aſter them ; and all 
this to ſee whether, as ſhe words it, they 
had their kindly Effects upon her. Here 


it is found that ſhe oft charg'd her ſelf 


very hardly that her Heart, as ſhe 
thought, remain'd ſtill untamed and un- 
ſubdued under ſome of theſe reforming 
„ | mel 
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Methods. They did indeed tame the 


 Fieſh, and bring that low ; but her 


carnal and corrupt Affections were, as 
ſhe feared, ſtill too prevalent. One 
while ſhe prefaceth ſome Inſtances of 
God's afflicting her Family thus: The 
Holy, Wiſe, and Gracious God does not wil- 
lingly ict us; and though Judgement be 


his AG, yet tis his ſtrange Work; and I 


am very ſenſible that there was Need and 


| Canſe enough for this following /ffliFion. 


At other Times, in other Words (too 
large to be inſerted _) greatly expreſſive 


of her low and condemning Thoughts 


of her ſelf, and ſuch as juſtifie and ac- 
quit the Lord, @*c. ſhe alſo clos'd the 
Narratives of God's Corrections with ma- 


ny Pathetical Prayers which cannot here 


be at large recited ; the Sum whereof 
was, That ſhe might be made fully to anſwer 
the Lord's Wiſe Ends in ſending, and gra- 


cious Ends in removing his aflicting Hand; 


that ſhe might ſearch and try her Heart 
and Ways to turn to the Lord; that ſhe 
might yet more fully hate and abhor all Sin, 
and every evil Way more ſtrongly, whether 


. in her ſelf or others; and to have his Ho- 


nour and Glory ſtill more Dear to her own 
ſelf, &c. Likewiſe in the cloſing of ſome 
„ 5 other 
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other Relations of Divine Chaſtenings 


upon her, ſhe abundantly bleſſes God that 


it was ſtill ſo well with her and hers, ac- 
knowledging that it was of bis Mercies that 


they were not conſumed, even becanſe his 


Compaſſuons failed not. 1 

Therein likewiſe is ſet down how 
mightily ſhe ſtrove and labour'd to 
be brought nearer to God, and to a 
perfection of Holineſs by all his Dealings, 
c. One Taſte hereof ſhe gives us in 
theſe following Lines, which repreſent 


the workings of her Soul in this Re- 


ſpect. O, Dear Lord, when will it once 
be? When ſhall thy Grace be viforious 
over all my Luſts and Corruptions ? When 
all my Soul be weaned from the Vanities 
this Periſhing Evil World ? And when 
all the defire of my Soul be ſatisfy d 
in that Bleſſed Communion with thee, 


which it doth in ſome Meaſure breathe 
after, and would ſtill, to greater Degrees, 


| and Thirſt after? Oh, haſten 


thine own Work effeFually ow me, O God, 


that I may be 4 Living Monument of 
#5; Converting Grace. Haſter to cure all 
my Spiritual Maladies, &c. This, O Lord, 
with every Grace of thy good Spirit, be 
J SY 2 « W000 
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plear d to Grant to thy Poor Handmaid. 


for Chriſt Jeſus bis Sake. Amen. 


Grace Cox. 
O Lord, let me fear nothing but Sin, and 
ſtudy nothing fo much as how to pleaſe thee. © 
* Let no Temptation overcome me, or make 


0 me warp from the May of Duty. Help me 
2 to put my whole Truſt in thee in all the 
s, | Piciſſitudes of this Life, and let Chriſt 
n Jeſus be all in all to me. O Lord, I 
It deſire with all my Heart and Soul to be 
- | wholly, entirely, unreſervedly thine. Wilt 
ce thou not then make good to me that Pro- 
11 miſe in Jer. 32. 40. I will make an ever - 
n laſting Covenant with them, that I will 
es not turn away from them to do them 
* Good ; but I will put my fear in their 
a Hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me? 
e, Lord, heal my Backſiding Heart; Cure 
be me of all Infidelity and Hardneſs of 
Ss Heart; let not the Enemies of my Soul 
„ prevail againſt me. Deliver me, 0 God, 
4, from, or out of, all Temptations, for 
of | Chriſt Feſus bis Sale. g 


It Grace Cox. 
5 The laſt Prayer of her Husband 


with her, after which ſhe quickly ex- 
4 pired, greatly affected her, and ſhe 
cammended 
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commended Prayer as a moſt 8 
Inſtitution, Her own great Defe&s in 
Duty ſhe lamented, but comforted her 


ſelf in this, that no Sins or Infirmities 


ſhould be imputed to us which we 


had rather be delivered from than keep ; 


that God accepts Sincerity, and Inte- 
grity, and alſo that the main Bent and 
Tenour of her Heart and Life had been 
for God and for his Service. And 
upon this ſhe preſſingly recommended 
to all about her Sincerity of Heart in 
all they did for. and towards. God, of- 


ten laying, The Heart is all, the Heart 


is all in all, God kindly affwaged her 


Pain, and gave her an happy Compo- 


ſure in her Mind, tbereby inabling her 
(through the free Exerciſe of her 


Toderfiandiog ) to reſign her Spirit 
unto bim who gave it, which ſhe did 


by one ſoft Breath. 


1. muſt here humbly bet eak the 
Readers Candour. It was — the Re- 
queſt of that ſo well- deſerving Mourn- 
£1 Widower, a true and ſenſible La- 
menter of his truly great Loſs, the Re- 
verend and Worthy Mr. Samuel Cox, 


whoſe Importunity could not be well 


reſiſted by me, becauſe of thoſe many 


— which he has laid upon 
„ "es 
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me, as well as his own Intrinſick Worth, 
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that I undertook what is here preſent» 


lity for ſuch a Work made me re- 


luctant to it. I have enterprized this 


Performance under great Diſadvanta- 


ges, having had many Hindrances and ' 


Diſturbances. The Minutes which I 


had were given me from thoſe who knew 


her beſt, and who through Relative 
Affections to, intimate Converſation with, 
and ſiricteſt Obſervation of her Frame 
and Courſe, were the beſt able to give 


me a juſt Account of her. The Perſo- 


nal Knowledge which I had of her 


greatly confirms my Belief of what has 


been reported tome by thoſe who knew 
her better than I did. I was defired by 
them to lay theſe things before the Read- 
er, as they were transferr d to me from 


her owa Diary, and from what her own 
neareſt Relation had from her ſelf. And 
the things here recorded breathing ſo 


much of Holineſs, and Heavenlineſs, 


and of the Comforts of a well ordered 
Heart and Life, are likely to affect the 

Reader more in their own natural Hue, 
than in all the Ornaments that greater Art 
and Skill than mine could expoſe them 


in to publick View. Holy Examples are 
advantageous 
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advantageous Things. They ate, as the 
piſtles of Chriſt, written by the Spirit of 
the Living God, to beknown and read o 
all Men. And ſuch Truſt I have con- 
cerning her through Chriſt towards God. 
' See Bed. Wi. 1a %,/ꝗ¶/ꝶ/ 5c56; 
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